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MISSION
To be the leading International Club in Singapore, exceeding the expectations of our Members
and their Families. 

Please note that club events may be photographed/
recorded and these photographs/footage may be 
used for marketing purposes.

Your presence indicates your consent to being 
photographed/filmed.

The British Club, Singapore
73 Bukit Tinggi Road Singapore 289761

Tel: 6410 1100 • Fax: 6468 6161

enquiries@britishclub.org.sg

www.britishclub.org.sg

Operating Hours: 8am to 11pm (Daily)

6

168

Setting you free.
The Fry Group (Singapore) Pte Ltd is authorised to act as a financial adviser by the Monetary Authority of Singapore - licence number FA100057. thefrygroup.sg

https://www.britishassociation.org.sg/
www.ukinsingapore.fco.gov.uk
mailto:info%40britcham.org.sg?subject=
www.britcham.org.sg
mailto:contact%40britishcouncil.org.sg?subject=
www.britishcouncil.org.sg
mailto:singapore%40visitbritain.org?subject=
www.visitbritain.com/sg
mailto:secretary%40standrews.org.sg?subject=
www.standrewssociety.org.sg
mailto:stdavids.singapore%40gmail.com?subject=
www.stdavidssingapore.org/
mailto:stpatssingapore%40outlook.com?subject=
https://www.stpatssingapore.org/
mailto:rssg.sg%40gmail.com?subject=
www.saintgeorgessociety.com
mailto:enquiries%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
www.britishclub.org.sg


2 | JUL/AUG 2022

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Dear Members,

Happy Summer holidays! After two long years, we are finally able to travel 
with ease and enjoy a proper vacation with our families. For those who are 
going home, we wish you safe and speedy travels home to your loved ones. If 
you are spending the holidays in Singapore, be sure to check out our Summer 
Camps for the little ones to keep them entertained and make the most out of 
their free time.

Last month, the Club celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with an eventful 
long weekend from the 2 to 5 June, coinciding with UK’s bank holiday. We 
had a British Bake-Off competition, Prized Bingo Night, Little Chef and a 
very successful BBQ Pool Party. This event was our first big event at the Club 
since the pandemic and I was extremely impressed how smoothly it ran. It was 
delightful to see so many members dressed up and having fun while enjoying 
delicious food and company. 

In the previous magazine issue, the development committee shared the Club’s 
development plans and strategy, focusing on key maintenance work and the 
upgrading of facilities to benefit members. Last month, we held a feedback 
session for members to ask questions and make suggestions, I was pleasantly 
surprised to see the Elizabeth Suite full, with many members turning up. I am 
pleased to say the vast majority of members were positive and supportive, 
and while there were some concerns, I am confident we can address these. 
We committed to hold another session in August / September to bring back 
the proposed approach incorporating the feedback received, and we are 
already hard at this with a 90-minute session with the architects on the 17 
June. On the assumption we proceed with the development plan, it will be 
imperative that we work together as a community to ensure the development 
plans run as smoothly and quickly as possible, and there will undoubtedly 
be inconvenience to members and for that we ask for your forgiveness. 
The British Club is a members’ Club and I believe we are acting in the best 
interests of the Club with these additional or increased facilities. If you have 
any other concerns which you’d like to address, feel free to reach out to me 
or the development committee.

On a lighter note, be sure to flip through the pages of this magazine to find 
out all about the Club events and happenings during the summer break. 
From degustation dinners, crystal garden workshop to sports section updates, 
there’s never a boring day at the Club. Get the latest insider scoop on our 
staff at the Club, and do not forget to check out the reciprocal Club’s benefits 
on offer as a British Club member.

I wish you and your family a fantastic summer holiday, and I hope to see you 
around soon! 

STEPHEN FULTON
President 
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GM’S
MESSAGE

Dear Members,

I hope you enjoyed the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations last month. I would 
like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to Kara Owen CMG CVO, British High 
Commissioner to Singapore, and Mr Stephen Fulton, Club President, for their 
participation in the tree planting ceremony on 5 June 2022 to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee. The tree chosen for this occasion was a Davidia 
Involucrate also known as a “handkerchief tree” which you can also find in the 
grounds of Buckingham Palace. The tree is planted just near the main entrance by 
the Main Committee parking area and will look wonderful when in full flower. 

It was heart-warming to see so many families turn up for the BBQ Pool Party and to 
see the pool area back in full use after so long. Congratulations to the best dressed 
and lucky draw winners! 

Now that events are allowed to be held in person, the Club has been buzzing 
with activities and events. Last April, we held our first Members’ Connect Night in 
person with a live DJ, canapés, and cocktails on the Treetops Terrace. We also took 
the opportunity to hold a charity cheque presentation from the Club to the Gurkha 
Welfare Trust and Riding for the Disabled Association. The Club managed to raise a 
significant amount over the past few years despite Covid restrictions through various 
initiatives and we are pleased to contribute back to good causes.

You may notice that this magazine issue differs from previous issues. Taking on a 
more lifestyle approach, we hope to bring you more interesting content which can 
be useful not just when you are in the Club. For example, you can find Chef Kumar’s 
famous Butter Chicken recipe which you can re-create at home or find out more 
about the Reciprocal Club’s arrangements we have with various exclusive Clubs 
around the world. If you have any interesting articles to share with us for the next 
magazine issue, do not hesitate to drop us an e-mail at marketing@britishclub.org.sg. 

It is also great to see both social and sports sections back in action, with social 
and competitive games resuming. Read all about their exciting updates and if you 
haven’t joined a section, this is the best time to find out which suits you best. If you 
are planning your next big event or party at the Club, be sure to check out our latest 
banquet and catering packages which can be found on page 40.

Whilst many of you will be away this summer, please be informed that the main 
swimming pool will be closed from Monday, 4 July until mid-August due to
re-grouting, tiling works, and pool area upgrades. During this period, the lap pool 
and children’s pool will still be open for members’ usage and the Swiss Club will 
kindly allow access to their pool. We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

Lastly, best wishes to you and your families for a wonderful summer break. 

Andrew Christon
General Manager 

mailto:marketing%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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MAIN COMMITTEE 2021/2022 | CLUB MANAGEMENT

Friday, 2 December 2022

SHANGRI-LA HOTEL, SINGAPORE
ISLAND BALLROOM

$290 per adult
$2,900 per table of 10

For enquiries, email events@britishclub.org.sg
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7 P M  -  2 A M
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Honorary Chairman and Chair of Human Resources Committee
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Chair of Data and MI Committee
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Housekeeping Manager
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CLUB NEWS

THE QUEEN’S
PLATINUM JUBILEE
Weekend

This year, Her Majesty, The Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of 
service to the people of the United Kingdom, the Realms, and the Commonwealth.

To celebrate this unprecedented anniversary, events and initiatives took place throughout the year in UK, culminating in a 
four-day UK bank holiday weekend from Thursday, 2 June to Sunday, 5 June.

During this period, the Club also hosted our own celebrations with exciting events such as the British Bake Off, Prized Bingo 
Night, Little Chef and a BBQ Pool Party. On top of that, the Windsor Shop had exclusive promotions on English wines and 
exclusive merchandise! 

Our members had a splashing great time at the BBQ Pool Party with live music, lucky draws, balloon sculpting, magic tricks 
and more. Congratulations to all the winners and thank you to all for coming down to celebrate this important event with us!

PRIZED BINGO NIGHT
In Partnership with

LITTLE CHEF
In Partnership with

BBQ POOL PARTY
In Partnership with
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CLUB NEWS

Tree Planting Ceremony 
Kara Owen CMG CVO, British High Commissioner to Singapore, and Mr Stephen Fulton, our Club 
President, planted a “handkerchief” tree on Sunday, 5 June. The tree chosen for the occasion was 
a Davidia Involucrate which you can also find in the grounds of Buckingham Palace.

Look out for it at the Club’s main carpark right outside the lobby.
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CLUB NEWS

Members’
Connect Night
Thursday, 21 April 2022

New members were invited to a Sunset Cocktail Evening where they enjoyed a 
relaxing evening with Aperol Spritz, nibbles, live music and an introduction to the 
Club’s main committee, latest news and the sports and social sections available for 
them to join. It was a great night with members’ getting the chance to know each 
other and build familiarity in the Club. A shoutout to Fry Group for sponsoring this 
wonderful evening! 

In partnership with
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CLUB NEWS

NEW MEMBERS

Zahid Din & Mandeep Kaur

Tim McMahon & Julie Nestor 

Richard & Amanda Cowley 

John Hullah & Kathryn Doyle 

Nicholas & Emma Bousfield 

 Daisuke & Aya Furukawa 

Jeremy & Shizuko Green 

Kaoru & Shinya Tomita 

Justin Wong

Jessy Chong & Darren Chin 

Yash Biswas & Sukanya Chakraborty

Sam William & Susannah Harvey- Jones 

Simon & Aneka Puckering 

Ryan & Wendy Werstuik

Lim Jek & Kelly Lai 

Raja Ishawara Aum & Crystal MK 

Gregg & Stephanie Barton 

Matt Cave & Sonja Mickoski

Raymond Sharan & Nirasha Chetty 

Jun Fujimoto & Reeu Pastoral

Alex Hoe Y-Yen  & Kazumi Yasukawa

Paul & Annabel Murray 

Tay Yong Kwang & Chua Wan Ching 

Lawrence Wen & Susie Li 

John & Lihui Fahey 

Joshua & Layla Mi- Kim Miller 

Khash Surti & Krishna Goradia

Anthony &  Vanessa Brown 

Cindy & Robin Carthy 

Leila Frossard & Lars Kruse 

Syed Afsar Hossain 

Stephen Hui & Selena Wu 

Kunal & Kim Katre 

Andrew Lee & Judy Lim 

Andrea McDonald & Simon Bignell 

Ian & Michelle Miller 

Sanjeev & Konal Sharma 

Teo ZY Benjamin 

Duncan & Christina Martin

 Ian Lorne Hawkins & Yan Pheng Tan 

Glen McFarlane & Michelle Lyness 

Thomas &  Deborah Paterson 

Shankar NR & Vani Shankar 

Sandeep K & Manvi Chandak 

Bernhard Karas & Farah Dang 

Ofek Guy & Carris Foo Yee Woon

Wing Cattier Sha 

Tammy Tsang & Ian Wee 
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CLUB NEWS

GET 20% OFF 
GROOMING SERVICES 

AT JERMYN STREET

108 Amoy Street, Singapore, 069928

62 20 40 10

www.jermynstreet.com.sg 

Present your British Club 
membership card when you book 
an appointment at Jermyn Street 
to receive a 20% discount on your 

first visit and 10% discount on 
every visit thereafter. 

Tap into the Club community and spread the word
about your business to like-minded people or
simply to reach out and expand your clientele.

Enjoy 10% off
when you place your ads in
The British Club Magazine.

Exclusive to Members only.

For more information and enquiries,
email marketing@britishclub.org.sg

with us Follow us
on social media so that
you don’t miss a thing!

@thebritishclubsg

The British Club Singapore

mailto:marketing%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/thebritishclubsg/
https://www.facebook.com/thebritishclub
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CLUB NEWS

A letter from the
Gurkha Welfare Trust (GWT) 

Dear Andrew,

I am so delighted that an ease in COVID restrictions and
regulations means that fundraising in general is starting to pick 
up again and how wonderful that you have been able to raise 
funds for GWT in a great number of ways…it certainly sounds like 
you have all been very busy. What a fantastic amount that you 
have raised – we are just completely overwhelmed by everyone’s 
support and effort.

Thank you so much for writing, Andrew. I have been with GWT 
since November, and I continue to be touched and humbled by 
everyone’s support and generosity. I am truly overwhelmed by
The British Club’s amazing efforts. 

Dame Joanna Lumley also asked me to add how hugely touched
and impressed she was by the enormously generous amount 
raised for the Gurkha Welfare Trust, and she sends a thousand 
thanks to the British Club and the Craft Ladies.

Helen Read & All at GWT

A letter from the
Riding for the Disabled Association
(RDA) Singapore

Dear Andrew, 

I just wanted to thank you for organizing the kind and generous 
contribution to RDA. 

Most importantly – I did think that as General manager you, along 
with your Club President and Club Committee, seem to have 
done a marvellous job of rejuvenating the club and its facilities. 
Congratulations, and hope our paths cross again soon. 

Supriya Sen on behalf of RDA

Charity Cheque
Presentation

Despite the lack of fundraising events over the past few years due to covid regulations, the Club have continued to raise funds for 
The Gurkha Welfare Trust and Riding for the Disabled Association (RDA) Singapore through various initiatives such as Quiz Nights, 
Bingo Nights, Dinner Auctions, Christmas Tree Wishing Star and various projects by our Craft Ladies Group. This year, we managed 

to raise a total of $40,000 for both charity organizations.
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CLUB NEWS

WEDDING BELLS
FOR THESE NEWLYWEDS!

28

You may recognize Mia from Windsor 
Arms. She recently got married to 
her husband on Tuesday, 15 March at 
Alcove The Caldwell House, CHIJMES 
after dating for 12 years. On behalf
of the Club. we’d like to extend our 
heartiest congratulations.  

Siva, from the Sports Centre, celebrated his 28 years at the Club last April. When Siva first joined the Club, he was working as a 
service staff at our dining outlets. Now, he oversees and manages the Pro Shop and liaises with various Sports Sections. Be sure to 
give him a wave when you see him. 

During COVID, flights were halted and 
Avil was unable to travel back home. 
After 3 years of being apart, he was finally 
able to make it back to Mumbai to tie the 
knot with his wife in May this year. Do not 
forget to congratulate him the next time 
you see him at Verandah Café! 

YEARS
AT THE CLUB

INSIDER
SCOOP

(Staff Edition)



MEMBER REFERRAL PROGRAMME
Refer a friend and receive up to

13,000 British Club rewards points worth $260 in food credits.

Know of someone who would like to join The British Club?

Share this LINK with your friend to book a Club tour now! 

https://www.britishclub.org.sg/book-a-tour/
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RECIPROCAL CLUB SPOTLIGHT

RECIPROCAL
CLUB
SPOTLIGHT

THE LANSDOWNE CLUB 
As a member of the British Club Singapore, you don’t only get to enjoy the Club’s 
facilities and services. With reciprocal arrangements of over 200 exclusive clubs in 
various countries, enjoy access to accommodations, golf courses, dining and many 
more facilities. This month, we feature The Lansdowne Club, one of the most exclusive 
and traditional private members’ clubs in London.

Standing discreetly at the south-west corner of London’s Berkeley Square, The 
Lansdowne Club is ideally located in Mayfair, at the heart of London’s West End.

Built in 1763, Lansdowne House became a social club in 1935. Unlike other clubs in 
London, The Lansdowne Club has admitted men and women with equal social status 
since its doors first opened. Offering some of the best-value accommodation in 
Mayfair, The Lansdowne Club boasts 73 rooms and suites for our discerning Members, 
providing comfort and tranquillity.

British Club members can book their accommodations, restaurants, swimming pools 
and squash courts. If you’re planning a trip to London this summer and would like to 
visit The Lansdowne Club, please send your required visit dates to reception and they 
will assist with your reciprocal membership recept@britishclub.org.sg. 

For the full list of reciprocal Clubs, visit our website:
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/membership/reciprocal-clubs/

The Lansdowne Club
[t] 44 20 7629 7200
[e] secretary@lansdowneclub.com 
[w] www.lansdowneclub.com 

mailto:recept%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/membership/reciprocal-clubs/
mailto:secretary%40lansdowneclub.com%20?subject=
https://www.lansdowneclub.com/
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CLUB NEWS

Member in the Spotlight is a section in the Magazine where 
members can introduce themselves, share their family, hobbies 
and favourite thing to do in the Club. If you happen to see 
Nicola and her family around, do give her a wave! Read on 
to find out how Nicola became a member and what is her 
favourite food at the Club.

MEMBER
IN THE
SPOTLIGHT
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CLUB NEWS

What made you join The British Club?  

We joined the British Club in July 2020 after the ‘Circuit Breaker’. Realising 
that holidays were looking doubtful for the near future, The British Club 
offered the perfect ‘escape’ on our doorstep! 

We had visited as a guest a couple of times and loved the super friendly 
family vibe and range of activities and eating options on offer. Having 
young kids, the kids pool was a game changer - as was the playroom! 

Share with us a little about your family and yourself. 

Ted and I moved to Singapore almost six years ago, when our eldest Josie 
was still a babe in arms at 3 months old. We did the classic - only here 
for two years - and here we are six years later with another two wee girls, 
Roseanna (4) and Elisabeth (almost 2). 

We also brought our gorgeous cocker spaniel ‘Bonnie’ with us - I’m quite 
sure she is yet to forgive us from moving her from the rolling Scottish 
countryside to the sweaty tropics!
 

What is your favourite thing to do at the Club? 

It is so difficult to pick a favourite thing to do! Sunday afternoons are 
always a fun way to round of the weekend with a swim and curry in the 
verandah. 

Ted really enjoys playing tennis in the box league and c team as do I, 
particularly the Ladies clinic on a Saturday afternoon. The girls also love 
their tennis on a Thursday afternoon. 

The Mountbatten Restaurant Tasting evenings are also a real treat! The 
champagne and gin-tasting nights being particular stand outs! 

Tell us a bit about your work. 

I run Teddy Tunes baby and toddler music and movement classes. The 
classes are lovely, fun and engaging - with music for your tot to bop to! I 
love it and have so much fun taking the classes and interacting with the 
wee ones. 

My husband Ted is an investment director with abrdn, working across 
global real estate. You’ll often find him working in the hub - escaping the 
chaos of home!! 

If you have to choose one dish 
from the Club to eat for the rest 
of your life, what would that be
and why? 
The Murg Makhani chicken curry set
- hands down NO CONTEST!!! 
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THERE IS NO MAGIC KEY
TO INSTANT HAPPINESS
But there is a way to be
happier and more at peace

By Kim Forrester

It’s time for me to say goodbye. For 
the past few years, I have had the 
great pleasure of offering insights, 
tips, and tools to you all, in hopes 
that I could inspire you to live out 
more meaningful, more contented 
days. But now, life has changed 
course (as life is wont to do) and we 
are leaving Singapore for ‘home’.

As I depart, I wanted to leave you 
with a final message of inspiration, 
hope, and happiness. Because 
the truth is, your happiness 
really matters - it boosts the life 
satisfaction of those in your social 
circle, it enables you to make wiser 
and more creative decisions in your 
life, and it inspires you to deepen 
your compassion and connection 
with others.

Happiness is an important ingredient 
of a well mind, a well life, and a 
well society.

The trouble is that in this modern 
world of same-day delivery and 
instant gratification, there is no 
magic key to immediate happiness. 
Well, there may be an instant 
path to happiness  if you happen 
to be the Dalai Lama or equally-
enlightened spiritual seeker. In which 
case, you understand that suffering 
is an illusion and that you are the 
master of your reality, and you 
simply choose to be happy.

But, for the rest of us (around 7.4 
billion complicated mortals), simply 
deciding to be happy is a pipe 
dream; one shrouded in unconscious 
longing, deep emotional wounds, 
and unresolved psychological need.

The idea of discovering the “key” to 
unlock happiness and fulfillment is, 
I admit, incredibly tempting. Even 
more so, if you could lock it again 
at will; if you could shrug off self-
enlightenment to give that idiot in 
the rush hour traffic a piece of your 
mind, or throw a good ol’ fashioned 
tantrum because you’re overtired 
and someone’s left their wet towel 
on the bed again.

Thrive, with Kim

But the truth is, as with everything, 
there is no fast track to contentment; 
no short cut to serenity. I have no 
doubt that we all benefit from the 
plethora of tips, tricks, and titillation 
on offer (for instance, the healing 
effects of gratitude, mindfulness, 
kindness, and positive intention are 
well documented) but practices like 
these are not a Willy Wonka Golden 
Ticket to Well-Being or a Fat-Burner 
for the Soul.

In fact, like the multitude of skin 
creams, diet shakes, ab-trimmers, 
and memory enhancers in my 
cupboards, self-development and 
well-being practices are useless 
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unless you are also prepared to dig 
in and do the work.

In my experience, if you are 
a mere mortal, the only fool-
proof, guaranteed path to greater 
happiness and contentment is to:

BE COURAGEOUS
Have the courage to look inside, 
face your demons, and work through 
the emotional and psychological 
hurdles that stand between you and 
joy. If you’re not willing to process a 
bit of pain or release a bit of shame, 
then you’re not travelling, baby.

OWN YOUR STUFF
Nobody makes you feel anything. 
Nobody makes you do anything. 
Every reaction you have or 
judgement you hold is a reflection
of something inside of you 
that needs attention. Own that 
responsibility, and choose your 

thoughts and actions wisely.

REWRITE YOUR STORY
Keep your mind open, and be 
prepared to change your story; the 
story of who you are, your priorities, 
what you are capable of, what is 
“right” or “wrong”, and what you 
“have to do” to succeed.

LOSE YOUR MIND
The Universe is far more amazing, 
complex, and miraculous than you 
can imagine and the answer to 
fulfillment is hidden in the mysteries 
of who-we-really-are. To taste this 
magnificence, you really have to let 
your reality become just a little bit 
unreal.

EMBRACE INDIVIDUALITY
Be an individual. Your life, your 
beliefs, and your journey will not 
resemble anybody else’s on the 
planet. Don’t emulate; formulate.

Thrive, with Kim

Kim Forrester is an award-winning author, holistic well-being educator, and consultant. She blends science with spiritual 
philosophy to inspire fullness of living, and has been a member of the British Club since 2015.

www.kimforrester.net Looking for some drops of goodness in these uncertain times? Check out the Eudaemonia podcast 
on your favourite podcast app for inspiring conversations about the traits and practices that can help you flourish in life.

”
”

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, Kim Forrester have been contributing inspiring 
articles to the Club’s magazine under the ‘Thrive, with Kim’ section to help members keep a 
positive mindset through tough times. There is no doubt that her words have reached many 
and on behalf of all members of the Club, we’d like to express our greatest appreciation to 
Kim for her many tips and advice. We wish her all the best in the next chapter of her life, 
and may she continue to inspire others with her words, no matter where she is! 

BE IN IT FOR THE LONG HAUL
Personal and spiritual development 
are life-long processes, so don’t 
expect to reach some amazing point 
of enlightenment and bliss. Instead, 
embrace your imperfect human-ness, 
stay curious, and grow a little every 
day.

It’s time for me to say goodbye. For 
me, the British Club has been an
amazing source of connection, 
comfort and, yes, immense 
happiness. I am grateful to you all.

I’m moving back to New Zealand 
but my business remains global. If 
you would like to follow more of my 
well-being work, please join me
on Instagram or Facebook.
E noho rā.

www.kimforrester.net
https://kimforrester.net/eudaemonia.html
https://www.instagram.com/iamkimforrester/
https://www.facebook.com/iamkimforrester
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Domicile – why it’s so important for UK tax 
By Huw Wedlock

Domicile has always been an important 
topic for those with both UK and 
overseas connections. And it’s been 
brought into sharper focus following 
the news that the UK Chancellor’s wife 
has used her non-domicile status to 
seemingly avoid UK tax. 

In early 2022 it was revealed that Rishi 
Sunak’s wife, Akshata Murty, whose share 
earnings top over £11 million in 2021, is 
not required to pay UK tax on overseas 
income. Is it appropriate that someone 
earning that amount while living in the 
UK doesn’t pay UK tax? The somewhat 
surprising answer is yes, according to 
the Government, as the practice sits 
completely within the current tax rules. 
So, although Akshata Murty lives in the 
UK she meets the tests to be ‘non UK 
domiciled’. This status allows her to avoid 
paying tax on her overseas income and 
gains, provided necessary conditions are 
met.

Ms Murty has now given an undertaking 
to be taxed on her worldwide income 
in the UK in future years. According to 
press reports the unpaid tax last year 
amounted to £4.3 million; unsurprisingly 
the resulting controversy prompted Keir 
Starmer to re-affirm Labour’s pledge to 
abolish non-domicile status.

So what is domicile and how is it 
determined?

In 1858 Lord Cranworth stated in a court 
case (Whicker v. Hume (1858)) that: “By 
domicile we mean home, the permanent 
home.” In another court case (Winans v 

The information in this article aims to provide 
information. However, this is not intended to 
form professional advice nor should it be relied 
upon as such and before taking any particular 
action, specific and personal advice should 
be obtained. All levels and basis of, and relief 
from taxation illustrated here are subject to 
change.  The Fry Group (Singapore) Pte Ltd 
is authorised to act as a financial adviser by 
the Monetary Authority of Singapore - licence 
number FA100057.

AG (1904)) it was noted: “A person may 
be said to have his home in a country if 
he resides in it without any intention of, 
at present removing from it permanently 
or for an indefinite period.”

Note how old these cases are. The 
concept of domicile has been built 
through case law over time; in fact, 
the definition of domicile has not been 
reflected in legislation at all. As a 
result this can make the decision about 
domicile status quite tricky – some 
situations even require references to 
legal precedents.

However, in very general terms, if you 
were born in the UK to parents born in 
the UK and you have always lived in the 
UK you’re likely to have a UK domicile 
status. Again, generally, if you were 
born outside of the UK to parents born 
outside of the UK and you have never 
lived in the UK you are likely to be non-
UK domiciled. If your circumstances fall 
anywhere between those two scenarios 
your domicile status may not be clear 
and you’re likely to need specialist 
advice to help you work out what your 
UK domicile status is.

Types of domicile

There are four different domiciles; 
a domicile of origin, a domicile of 
dependency, a domicile of choice and 
deemed domicile. Each of those four 
different domiciles has its own complex 
rules and a specialist will help you 
understand which applies. From this you 
can understand in which country you will 

be considered to be domiciled by the UK 
tax authorities.

Why is domicile status important?

Simply put, your domicile status 
determines how much UK tax you pay. 
If you are not UK domiciled but are UK 
tax resident (as in the case of Akshata 
Murty) you will be charged UK tax on 
your UK income and gains. However, 
your overseas income and gains can 
be excluded from UK tax as long as 
various conditions are met. If you are UK 
domiciled and UK tax resident you’ll be 
taxed on your worldwide income and 
gains, without the possibility of sheltering 
overseas income and gains from UK 
taxation.

Finally, and most compellingly, those with 
a non-UK domicile, generally, only face 
a possible 40% UK Inheritance Tax (IHT) 
charge on their UK assets. Any overseas 
assets won’t attract any IHT at all. On the 
flip side, those with UK domicile will face 
that 40% charge of IHT on any worldwide 
assets – even if they no longer live in the 
UK.

advice@thefrygroup.sg • www.thefrygroup.sg • Tel: +65 6225 0825

SILENT CHARITY 
AUCTION
to raise funds for Riding for the Disabled
and Gurkha Welfare Trust

Do not miss this chance of a lifetime!

Day Cruise on the Kayhan Too,
a 91-foot Superyacht for 6 Adults
(non-swimmers and children under 12 are
not allowed for safety reasons)

BIDDING STARTS
AT $6,000
Captained by a Round the World Sailor and 
Royal Yachting Association Instructor

Projected itinerary (weather dependant)

10:00am Meet at the Marina at Keppel Bay
 Cast off after safety briefing
 Welcome glass of Bucks Fizz
 (Americans call it a Mimosa)
 Sail Singapore’s Southern Islands
 Anchor for a light Champagne lunch 
 at Lazarus Bay 
 Trip ashore to the sandy beach in the
 tender and a swim in the waters of
 the Bay
4:30pm Arrival at the Marina at Keppel Bay

Interior of Kayhan Too

Awarded the

“Superyacht of the Year Award” 
by the International Superyacht Society

Auction will run from Friday, 1 July to Wednesday, 31 August.

Highest bidder will be contacted by the Club.

Winner may choose a day of their preferred choice from 15 to 30 September.

For more information, please call 6410 1100 or email recept@britishclub.org.sg
Photos are for illustration purposes.

Click HERE to submit bid. 
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BUTTER
CHICKEN
(Murg Makhani)

Recipe
We have received many compliments from 
members raving about the food from the 
Indian Kitchen. Chef Kumar, our Indian 
Chef shares his famous Butter Chicken 
(Murg Makhani) recipe so that you can 
re-create this dish at home!

Serves: 4

Ingredients

• Chicken, skinned and cut into
 small pieces (with bone/boneless)
• 1 teaspoon of Kashmiri red chilli 
• 1 tablespoon of lemon juice 
• Pinch of salt 

Marination

• 1 cup of yogurt 
• 1 teaspoon of Kashmiri red chilli powder 
• Pinch of salt 
• 4 teaspoons of ginger and garlic paste 
• 2 tablespoons of lemon juice 
• ½ teaspoon of Garam masala powder 
• 2 tablespoons of mustard oil 

Makhani gravy
• 3 tablespoons of butter 

• 2 tablespoons of ginger and garlic paste 
• 400 grams of tomato purée 
• 1 tablespoon of red chilli powder 
• ½ teaspoon of Garam masala powder 
• Pinch of salt 
• 2 tablespoons of sugar 
• ½ teaspoon of dried fenugreek leaves (Kasoori Methi) 
• 1 cup of fresh cream

Method

1 Make incisions with a sharp knife on the chicken breast and
 leg pieces. Mix red chilli powder, lemon juice and salt and
 marinate the chicken. Set aside for half an hour. 

2 Add red chilli powder, salt, ginger, garlic paste, lemon juice,
 garam masala powder and mustard oil and mix well. Apply
 this marinade to the chicken pieces and refrigerate for three
 to four hours.

3 String the chicken onto a skewer and cook in a moderately 
 hot tandoor or a preheated oven (200°C) for ten to twelve
 minutes or until almost done. 

4 For the makhani gravy, heat butter in a pan. Add ginger,
 garlic paste. Sauté for two minutes. Add tomato purée,
 red chilli powder, garam masala powder, salt and one cup
 of water and mix well.

5 Bring the mixture to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer for ten
 minutes. Add sugar or honey and powdered kasoori methi. 
 Add the chicken pieces and simmer for five minutes and 
 finish off by adding fresh cream.

Click HERE to watch video.

https://youtube.com/shorts/XYJiQik2-fk?feature=share
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Welcome,
Chef Damian! We are pleased to introduce the Club’s new Chef de Cuisine, 

Damian McManamon, who joined our team in June 2022 
from the Clearwater Bay Golf & Country Club in Hong Kong, 
where he was the Executive Chef for the past 14 years. 
Originally from Ireland, Chef Damian started his career at The 
Springfield Hotel, Dublin, Ireland. His international journey 
took him to the Marriott Hotel, Munich, Germany and on to 
JW Marriott Hotel, Hong Kong in 1995 as Chef de Cuisine. He 
spent two years as Senior Sous Chef at the Ritz Carlton, Hong 
Kong then spent six years as Assistant Executive Chef at the 
American Club, Hong Kong. 

Chef Damian’s initial focus will be working with the team in 
Windsor Arms, where he will be launching his first menu. He 
will also deputise and support the Club’s Executive Chef, 
Sunny Sia, in other areas of the Club’s culinary operations.  

Please join us in welcoming Chef Damian to the Club, we look 
forward to tasting his new menu creations!

More about Damian
Damian and his wife Brenda, relocated 
from Hong Kong to Singapore with 
their twin nine-year-old daughters, 
Esme and Luna. On Sunday mornings, 
Damian loves getting his girls involved in 
cooking and they like making pancakes 
for breakfast!  His favourite dish to make 
in the kitchen is slow-cooked beef and 
red wine casserole, which goes great 
with creamy mashed potatoes. Damian’s 
latest hobby is cycling and exploring 
all that Singapore has to offer. He also 
enjoys Football and have been a huge 
Liverpool fan since the age of 5! 
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For more information, please call 6410 1100 or email windsor@britishclub.org.sg
All prices quoted are subject to prevailing goods & services taxes. • Photos are for illustration purposes.

BRITISH
AFTERNOON  TEA
Monday to Friday
3pm to 5:30pm

Our British Afternoon Tea is available from Monday to Friday
at the Windsor Arms.

$29+ per person
Reservations required. 
Please book 24 hours in advance as all items are freshly baked
and prepared.

Not applicable on Public Holidays or in conjunction with other food promotions,
daily specials as well as Gold and VIP cards.

ONLY AT WINDSOR ARMS

INTERNATIONAL
BEER DAY
@ WINDSOR ARMS
Friday, 5 August 
International Beer Day is a global celebration of beer, taking 
place in pubs, breweries, and backyards all over the world. Beer 
lovers, raise a toast to our brewers and bartenders and rejoice in 
the greatness of beer!

1-for-1 for all draft beers
4pm to 8pm

mailto:windsor%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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Break up the weekday 
monotony with our 

attractive dining
deals from Monday

to Thursday!

D
INING

 D
eals

Terms & Conditions

• Not applicable on Public
 Holidays or in conjunction 
 with any other food
 promotions, monthly
 specials as well as
 Gold and VIP cards.

• Dining Deals are 
 exclusively for British Club
 Members and their guests
 only.

• All promotions are valid 
 for dine-in only. Not
 applicable to take-aways.

MONDAY
25% OFF (Food items only)
Available at Verandah Café and
Scores Sports Bar

TUESDAY
$12+ FOR ALL
Asian Delights at Verandah Café or
Pastas at Scores Sports Bar
Available at Verandah Café and
Scores Sports Bar

WEDNESDAY
1-FOR-1 HAPPY HOUR
All draft beers and house wines
(by the pint/glass only)
4pm to 8pm
Available at Verandah Café, Windsor Arms,
Scores Sports Bar and Mountbatten Bar & Grill

THURSDAY 
CHILDREN DINE FREE
Buy 1 main course and get 1 dish
free from the kids menu
Available at Verandah Café and
Scores Sports Bar

BYO WINE
No corkage charge for wine
purchased from Windsor Shop
and consumed at any of our F&B
outlets
Available at Verandah Café, Windsor Arms, 
Scores Sports Bar and Mountbatten Bar & Grill

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=


26 | JUL/AUG 2022

DINING SPECIALS

For more information, please call 6410 1100 or email fb@britishclub.org.sg
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MOUNTBATTEN BAR AND GRILL

Oven-Baked Black Seabass, 
Shakshuka Stew, Parsley Potatoes 

VERANDAH CAFÉ 

Cheesy Southern
Chicken Quesadillas
Breaded Chicken Breast,
Peperonata, Mozzarella Cheese
served with Barbecue Sauce and Fries

Monthly Special
(July)

V Vegetarian

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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VERANDAH CAFÉ 

Chicken Kadhai & Palak Paneer 
with Biryani Rice, Naan Bread, Raita, Gulab Jamun and Roasted Papad
(Boneless Chicken Leg cooked with Green Pepper, Onions, Tomatoes and Indian Spices)

Aloo Rajma Curry & Palak Paneer (V)
with Biryani Rice, Naan Bread, Raita, Gulab Jamun and Roasted Papad
(Potato & Kidney Beans cooked with Onions, Tomatoes and Indian Spices)

WINDSOR ARMS

Free-Range Chicken Breast,
Mushroom Truffle

served with Mash and Grilled Romaine 

SCORES SPORTS BAR & RESTAURANT

Sizzling Chicken Steak 
Marinated Chicken Thigh, Sautéed Capsicums,
Onions served with Steamed Fragrant Jasmine Rice
and Fried Egg, drizzled with authentic Chimichurri
Sauce or Garlic-Pepper Gravy 

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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For bookings or enquiries, please call 6410 1100 or email mountbattenrsvn@britishclub.org.sg
All prices quoted are subject to prevailing goods & services taxes. • Photos are for illustration purposes.

Friday, 15 July 2022
Dinner will be served at 7:30pm sharp.
All guests will be served aperitif at their table.

Bookings must be made in accordance to prevailing measures at the time of event.

$88+ per Member • $98+ per Guest

The first exclusive gin distillery in Brazil and the largest craft gin distillery in Latin 
American, Amazzoni is located in Paraiba Valley, Rio de Janeiro State.  They are also 
the only Latin American distillery to win the Best World Craft Producer of the Year
at the World Gin Awards in London in Year 2018.

Aperitif

Amazzoni Gin Classic

Appetiser

Classic Seafood Croquette,
Lemon Aioli, Dressed Arugula, 
Parmesan Cheese
or
Roasted Cauliflower, Parmesan Cream, 
Hazelnuts, Chives (V)
Amazzoni Gin Classic

Main

Skirt Steak, Crispy Shoestring,
Dressed Rocket, Parmesan Cheese, 
Salsa Verde
or
Gnocchi, Vine Tomatoes, Basil,
Extra Virgin Oil (V)
Amazzoni Gin Rio Negro

Dessert

Cherry Clafouti
Amazzoni Gin Maniuara

Freshly Brewed illy Coffee or Selection 
of Taylors of Harrogate Tea

Special Takeaway Prices
Amazzoni Gin Classic 
$98 (U.P. $118)
Amazzoni Gin Rio Negro 
$118 (U.P. $138)
Amazzoni Gin Maniuara 
$98 (U.P. $118)

Special Takeaway Prices
Amazzoni Gin Classic 
$98 (U.P. $118)
Amazzoni Gin Rio Negro 
$118 (U.P. $138)
Amazzoni Gin Maniuara 
$98 (U.P. $118)

Ginstronomy Affair
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For bookings or enquiries, please call 6410 1100 or email mountbattenrsvn@britishclub.org.sg
All prices quoted are subject to prevailing goods & services taxes. • Photos are for illustration purposes.

Aperitif

Maschio de Cavalieri Prosecco
Extra Dry DOC N.V., Veneto, Italy
Grape Varietals: 85% Glera, 15% Grapes 
designated in the DOCG

House Charcuterie

Duck Rillettes, Sweet Salami,
Beef Bresaola, Chorizo, Pork Lomo 
served with Pear Relish, Pickled 
Cucumber, Crostini
or
Vegetarian Mezze, Grilled Vegetables, 
Falafel, Hummus (V)
Urban Sauvignon Blanc 2020,
El Cepillo, Valle de Uco, Mendoza, 
Argentina

A Light Cream of Onion Soup,
Cheese Croutons

Angus Beef Tenderloin & Foie Gras
Leek & Potato Gratin, Red Wine Jus
or
Vegetarian Wellington,
Mushroom Sauce (V)
Urban Cabernet Sauvignon 2020, 
Barrancas, Maipu, Mendoza, 
Argentina
Urban Malbec 2020, Barrancas, 
Maipu, Mendoza, Argentina

Chocolate Tart, Cream Fraiche,
Vanilla Bean Ice Cream
Urban Cabernet Franc 2020, 
Barrancas, Maipu, Mendoza, 
Argentina

Freshly Brewed illy Coffee or Selection 
of Taylors of Harrogate Tea

Argentina
Mountbatten
Degustation Dinner 
with
Urban
Friday, 29 July 2022
Dinner will be served at 7:30pm sharp.
All guests will be served aperitif at their table.

Bookings must be made in accordance to prevailing measures at the time of event.

$128+ per Member • $138+ per Guest

Argentina is one of the most significant wine-producing countries in the New World
and the largest producer of wine in South America. The ubiquitous Malbec which is now 
responsible for some of Argentina’s most famous wines, is characteristically bright and 
intense with floral notes and flavours of dark fruit. 

Three-quarters of Argentinian wine products takes place in Mendoza with Mendoza 
Malbec accounting for 85% of the Malbec made in the country. In addition to its 
flagship grape, Argentina boasts significant plantings of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Chardonnay and Bonarda. More recent additions can be found with wines
including Cabernet France and the more Hispanic Tempranillo.

Join us this July as we explore some of the fine grape varietals from
the Mendoza, Argentina.

(V) Vegetarian Option
All cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event will be billed 100%. P
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Special Takeaway Prices
Maschio de Cavalieri Prosecco DOC 
N.V., Veneto, Italy $36 (U.P. $45)
Urban Sauvignon Blanc 2020,
Mendonza, Argentina $35 (U.P. $42)
Urban Cabernet Sauvignon 2020,
Mendoza, Argentina $35 (U.P. $42)
Urban Malbec 2020, Mendoza, 
Argentina $35 (U.P. $42)
Urban Cabernet Franc 2020, Mendoza, 
Argentina $35 (U.P. $42)

In Partnership with

mailto:mountbattenrsvn%40britishclub.org.sg%0D?subject=
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VERANDAH CAFÉ 

Lamb Korma & Palak Paneer
with Biryani Rice, Naan Bread, Raita, Gulab Jamun and Roasted Papad 
(Boneless Lamb cooked with Spices, Onions, Tomatoes and Cream Sauce)

Mutter Mushroom & Palak Paneer (V)
with Biryani Rice, Naan Bread, Raita, Gulab Jamun and Roasted Papad
(Mushrooms and Green Peas cooked with Onions, Tomatoes and Indian Spices)

WINDSOR ARMS

Cioppino Seafood Stew Puff 
Shrimps, Mussels, White Fish and Greens

P Contain Pork • V Vegetarian

Monthly 
Special

(August)

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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VERANDAH CAFÉ 

Babi Pongteh 
Nonya Style Slow-Braised Pork with Fermented Soya Beans, Chinese Mushrooms and Potatoes
Served With Rice

MOUNTBATTEN BAR AND GRILL

Oven-baked Tooth Fish, Garlic Crumbs, 
Vegetables, Parsley Potatoes  

SCORES SPORTS BAR & RESTAURANT

Cheesy Burger Wellington (P)
Puff Pastry, Angus Beef Patty, Bacon, Cheddar Cheese and Sautéed Mushrooms
Served with Fries, Vegetables & Veal Jus

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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For bookings or enquiries, please call 6410 1100 or email mountbattenrsvn@britishclub.org.sg
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Friday, 12 August 2022
Dinner will be served at 7:30pm sharp.
All guests will be served aperitif at their table.

Bookings must be made in accordance to prevailing measures
at the time of event.

$88+ per Member • $98+ per Guest

Two Birds Spirits is an original artisan distillery in the Heart of England
inspired by age old traditions of craftsmanship, paired with the infinite
possibilities of innovative flavour exploration. 

Join us this August to explore some of their bold flavours!

Special Takeaway Prices
Two Birds Watermelon Gin
$60 (U.P. $72)
Two Birds Rhubarb Gin
$60 (U.P. $72)
Two Birds Pink Grapefruit & 
Pomegranate Gin
$60 (U.P. $72)
Two Birds Parma Violet Gin
$60 (U.P. $72)

Aperitif

Two Birds Watermelon Gin

Appetiser

Classic Fish Croquette, Lemon Aioli, 
Dressed Arugula, Parmesan Cheese
or
Vegetarian French Onion Soup, 
Emmentaler, Gruyere Toast (V)
Two Birds Rhubarb Gin

Main

Stuffed Chicken Breast, Baby Spinach, 
Pine Nuts, Desiree Mash, Jus
or
Vegetarian Wellington,
Mushroom Sauce, Roasties (V)
Two Birds Pink Grapefruit & 
Pomegranate Gin

Dessert

Chocolate Tart, Mascarpone Cream
Two Birds Parma Violet Gin

Freshly Brewed illy Coffee or Selection 
of Taylors of Harrogate Tea

Ginstronomy Affair
with

(V) Vegetarian Option
All cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event will be billed 100%.P
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Special Takeaway Prices
Roger Goulart Brut Organic Reserva, 
Cava, Penedes, Spain $35 (U.P. $45)
C.V.N.E Monopole 2020, Rioja,
Spain $32 (U.P. $42)
C.N.V.E. Vina Real Crianza 2017,
Rioja, Spain $35 (U.P. $45)
C.N.V.E Bakeder Rioja 2019, Rioja 
Alavesa, Spain $43.50 (U.P. $55)
C.V.N.E Imperial Reserva 2017,
Rioja, Spain $59 (U.P. $72)

Aperitif
Roger Goulart Brut Organic Reserva, 
Cava, Penedes, Spain
Grape Varietals: 50% Macabeo, 35% Xare-lo &
  15% Parellada
Rating: James Suckling – 92 Points

Light Cream of Green Pea Soup
Smoked Almonds, Shaved Ricotta
C.V.N.E Monopole 2020, Rioja, Spain
Grape Varietals: 100% Viura
Rating: Vinous – 90 Points 

Classic Seafood Croquette,
Lemon Aioli, Dressed Arugula,
Parmesan Cheese
or
Vegetable Croquette, Lemon Aioli, 
Dressed Arugula, Parmesan Cheese (V)

Slow-cooked Lamb Shoulder, Tahini, 
Chickpea Puree, Tabouleh
or
Oven-Baked Vegetable Pie,
Mushroom Gravy (V)
C.N.V.E. Vina Real Crianza 2017,
Rioja, Spain 
Grape Varietals: 90% Tempranillo & 10% Garnacha,
  Mazuelo y Graciano
Rating: James Suckling – 93 Points,
 Robert Parker – 91 Points
 Wine Enthusiast – 91 Points
 Tim Atkin – 90 Points
C.N.V.E Bakeder Rioja 2019,
Rioja Alavesa, Spain
Grape Varietals: 100% Tempranillo

Whisky Cake with Almonds 
C.V.N.E Imperial Reserva 2017,
Rioja, Spain
Grape Varietals: 85% Tempranillo & 15% Graciano,
  Mazuelo y Garnacha
Rating: Tim Atkin – 95 Points
 James Suckling – 93 Points
 Guia Penin – 93 Points

Freshly Brewed illy Coffee or
Selection of Taylors of Harrogate Tea

Mountbatten
Degustation Dinner 
with

Friday, 26 August 2022
Dinner will be served at 7:30pm sharp.
All guests will be served aperitif at their table.

Bookings must be made in accordance to prevailing measures at the time of event.

$128+ per Member • $138+ per Guest

C.V.N.E has over 140 years of history and has grown over five generations with a total 
of 7 wineries. The wineries are still run by the same family, producing quality, artisanal 
and traditional wines that grace tables in more than 90 countries. An industry leader in 
Spain and winner of prestigious wine awards including accolades from Wine Spectator 
and Wine Advocate over the course of its history.

 Join us this August with Klaus Schwarz as we explore some of their fine wines.

(V) Vegetarian Option
All cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event will be billed 100%.

In Partnership with

mailto:mountbattenrsvn%40britishclub.org.sg%0D?subject=
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If you are within a 2-km radius,
order our famous Indian food and

authentic Italian pizzas via
Deliveroo

Please take note that orders via Deliveroo will not be
taken as part of the minimum spending under

your Membership.

Payment via credit card.

Terms and conditions apply.

Visit www.deliveroo.com.sg or

download the Deliveroo mobile app

for more information.

Verandah Café
now delivers its full menu via

Lalamove
Click HERE

for more information.

WINDSOR SHOP
DELIVERS FOR ORDERS ABOVE $50

Enjoy an extensive choice of alcoholic beverages, quality cheeses,
cured meats and a wide variety of sweets, crisps and biscuits. 

Simply:

View our product list* and send your order to retail@britishclub.org.sg

Confirm your orders 

Have your items delivered to you

In just three steps, enjoy your favourite snacks and wine without leaving the house.

*Click HERE for product list

Note that delivery charges will apply for orders of $50 and above.
Delivery is free for orders $200 and above. Delivery is limited to one destination per order.

Photos are for illustration purpose only.

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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GUEST BEER
OF THE MONTH AT 
WINDSOR ARMS,
SCORES SPORTS BAR
& WINDSOR SHOP
JULY & AUGUST

Badger Golden Champion Ale
(ABV 4.5%)
$15+ per bottle or 

$28+ for 2 bottles or 

$68+ for bucket of 5

The subtle elderflower aromas of this 
delicately floral brew are reminiscent 
of a summer’s evening. A well-rounded 
smooth and spicy ale, delicious served 
chilled.

Badger Twice Tangle IPA
(ABV 5.2%)
$16.50+ per bottle or 
$32+ for 2 bottles or 
$78+ for bucket of 5

A double-hopped IPA. Rich and rounded 
and of course, stuffed with hops

Available at
Windsor Shop

Badger Golden Champion Ale 
$8 per bottle or
$60 per carton of 8

Badger Twice Tangle IPA 
$8.50 per bottle or
$65 per carton of 8

mailto:fb%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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DINING SPECIALS

WINES PROMOTION 
AT WINDSOR SHOP
JULY & AUGUST

You may view the full catalogue
HERE.

Enjoy free delivery with a
minimum purchase of $200.

Vintages are correct at time of print.

(1)

(5) (6)

(2) (3)
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1) Septima Chardonnay 2018, 
 Mendoza Argentina

 $35 per bottle

 Tasting Notes: Yellow with bright green 
 shades. Fresh, delicate fruit aromas like 
 peach, pineapple, melon and banana meld 
 with citrus scents to deliver an elegant wine 
 and great varietal expression. Pleasant and 
 refined on the palate, with satisfactory 
 acidity levels which delivers fresh citrus 
 flavours. A balanced wine with a full taste 
 on the palate.

2) Garbin Estate, Marques del Sur,
 Cabernet Sauvignon 2021,
 Mendoza, Argentina 

 $35 per bottle

 Tasting Notes: Brick red, clean. In the nose,
 one finds green pepper, cherries and
 Morello cherries aromas. Elegant with
 medium finishing.

3) Garbin Estate, Marques del Sur,
 Malbec 2021, Mendoza,  
 Argentina  

 $35 per bottle

 Tasting Notes: Cherry red, clean. In the
 nose, one finds Morello cherries, plums,
 coffee and chocolate aromas. Medium-
 bodied, dry red wine with strong
 impressions of dark fruits on the palate.

4) Luis Felipe Edwards Gran
 Reserva Sauvignon Blanc
 2016, Leyda Valley, Chile 

 $35 per bottle

 Tasting Notes: Medium yellow, bright with
 green hues. Nose is an aromatic explosion,
 highlighting aromas of tomato leaf,
 grapefruit, orange blossom, lemon zest. In
 the mouth, it is a wine that shows a medium
 body, with a very rich and balanced acidity, 
 achieving a great juiciness and an exquisite
 finish.

5) Luis Felipe Edwards Reserva
 Carmenere 2019, Colchagua
 Valley, Chile 

 $35 per bottle

 Grape Varietal: 95% Carmenere &
 5% Cabernet Sauvignon

 Tasting Notes: Intense ruby red in colour,
 with bright violet notes. On the nose are
 aromas reminiscent of spices, especially
 black pepper, well balanced with smokey
 and vanilla notes. On the palate, it is soft
 and complex at the same time, well
 balanced acidity gives freshness, with a
 long persistence and round tannins. The
 finish is long and very enjoyable.

6) Tenuta Corte Giacobbe DOCG
 Soave 2017, Veneto, Italy 

 $35 per bottle

 Grape Varietal: 100% Garganega

 Tasting Notes: Straw yellow with pale green
 highlights. On the nose, multi-faceted
 fragrances of ripe melon and yellow
 orange, jasmine and camomile complement
 pungent rosemary and mountain-grown
 hay. Appealing and well-balanced on the
 palate, with lingering, aromatic melon and
 citrus that push through to a crisp finish
 hinting of dried almond. It displays a
 vibrant vein of minerality, gift of its valley
 terroir of origin.

7) Placido Chianti DOCG 2018,
 Tuscany, Italy 

 $35 per bottle

 Grape Varietal: Sangiovese, Cabernet
 Sauvignon & Canaiolo Nero

 Tasting Notes: A ruby red wine with intense 
 aroma that hints of violets. In the mouth, it 
 is dry and well balanced with black fruit 
 flavours followed by a long finish. 

8) Donna Marzia Primitivo IGP
 Salento 2020, Italy 

 $35 per bottle

 Tasting Notes: Intense ripe fruit and spicy
 notes. Soft with ripe fruit. Velvety and
 sell-structured goes well with rich, red meat 
 and mature cheeses.

BUY 4
GET 1 FREE

(7) (8)

(4)
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DINING SPECIALS

You may view the full catalogue
HERE.

Enjoy free delivery with a
minimum purchase of $200.

Vintages are correct at time of print.

SPIRIT PROMOTION 
AT WINDSOR SHOP
JULY & AUGUST

The first exclusive gin distillery in Brazil 
and the largest craft gin distillery in Latin 
American, Amazzoni is located in Paraiba 
Valley, Rio de Janeiro State. They are also 
the only Latin American distillery to win 
the Best World Craft Producer of the
Year at the World Gin Awards in
London in Year 2018. 

Amazzoni Gin Classic

$118 per bottle

Amazzoni Gin Rio Negro

$138 per bottle

Amazzoni Gin Maniuara

$118 per bottle

Get 2 complimentary
Amazzoni’s glassware
with every bottle purchased!

While stocks last.

mailto:retail%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/WSeCat.pdf
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Kids’
Party 
Packages 2022

Click HERE
for more information

mailto:banquetsales%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/KidsParty_2022.pdf
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Explore our

Banquet and 
Catering Packages
Impress your guest with our premium and 
customized Food and Beverages packages here 
at the Club. From seminars and meetings to 
dinner and birthday parties as well as weddings, 
our unique location make us a very attractive 
choice for those who wish to host events and 
functions at the Club.

Private/Corporate Packages 

¾ Course Menu Packages 

Cocktail Buffet

Wedding and Solemnization Packages

mailto:banquetsales%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/PrivateCorporate_2022.pdf
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https://www.britishclub.org.sg/wp-content/uploads/SW_Booklets2022.pdf
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CRAFT LADIES Every Tuesday, with a lunch break • 10:30am to 3pm   

If you can stitch, or are keen to pick it up again, then this is the group for you. Join a friendly group 
of ladies who meet at the Club every Tuesday for some coffee, a chat and of course, crafts.

Bring along a piece of quilting, cross stitch, embroidery or anything else that has been lurking in 
the cupboard unfinished that you would like to see completed. These ladies are of varying degrees 
of ability, so you don’t need to be an expert as there is always help at hand if needed and even 
the opportunity to learn something new. The Craft ladies are here every Tuesday from 10:30am to 
3:00pm.

For more information, please contact Jane Wallace

Convenor: Jane Wallace janewsor@gmail.com

MUSIC SECTION

If you can sing or play an instrument, or just enjoy music, this is the section for you!
A warm group of musicians and singers from the Club that meets up for music
rehearsals on Tuesdays and perform at our Club events.

If you need more information, please call 6410 1100 or email us now.

Convenor: Michelle Kuek britishclubband@gmail.com

REGULAR ACTIVITIES for MEMBERS ONLY.

CHINESE BRUSH PAINTING Every Friday • 9am to 11am   

The British Club welcomes you to join one of the longest running activity (since 1985) held at the 
Club - Chinese Brush Painting. An ancient art form that allows you to express your individuality 
through its delicate strokes filled with history and meaning. 

Drop in for a trial class and have a chat with the very friendly and skillful instructor,
Mr Yap, today. 

$180+ per Member

Yap Sin Guan Tel: 9666 8994

BOOK CLUB
Do you love reading? Please do join us at The Book Club for a lively chat on all things books! 

While reading a new story solo is often a great way to relax, sometimes you just want to discuss 
what you’ve read with another person—or a few people—to bring those ideas off the page and 
into the world.

We meet once every 2 months for an hour or so on Wednesday evening at 8pm.

At present, our meetings are conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams.
Scheduled for the months of August and October 2022. 

If you need more information, please call 6410 1100 or email us now.

Convenors: Tasneem Laviers tasneemlaviers@gmail.com
 Susheela Varghese susheela.varghese2005@gmail.com

MAHJONG Every Monday • 10:30am to 1pm   

Mahjong, a game of agile thinking and strategic planning. If you are passionate about your 
gameplay, come and join this group who meets every Monday morning. The group plays very 
social mahjong and welcomes all levels of players and even complete beginners.

For more information, please contact Rositah Rozmus & Sunita Alwani 

Convenors: Rositah Rozmus rosyrozmus2@gmail.com
 Sunita Alwani  sunita.alwani@gmail.com

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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mailto:tasneemlaviers%40gmail.com?subject=
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BINGO NIGHT
Wednesday,

6 & 20 July | 3 & 17 August 
8pm

Windsor Arms 

THE PRIZE SNOWBALLS AFTER EACH SESSION.

So bring your friends and get ready to shout BINGO!

Tuesday,

12 & 26 July | 23 August 
8pm

Windsor Arms 

Pit your wits against other teams over 5 rounds. With bottles of 
wine up for grabs, bring everyone together (maximum of 6 in a 

team) to the Windsor Arms for our bi-weekly Pub Quiz!

Participation fee (donated to charity):
Minimum $5 per participant

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE 
Windsor Arms 

Friday Night Live is back at the Windsor Arms to light up your Friday nights! Paired with superb cuisine,
a variety of cold beers on tap and a wide selection of gins and wines.

NIGHT

The Boomerang
Friday, 29 July

Bomerang is an acoustic trio who plays 
music from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.

Categories include pop, evergreen, rock 
and roll, blues folk, jazz and Latin.

The Good Spot
Friday, 26 August

The Good Spot is a local band:
Faz (vocals), Dan (guitar), Hadi (bass),

Jude (drums). They play covers from the 
60s and 70s to the current hits! As a

band, they have played at various clubs
including Muddy Murphy’s and Prince

of Wales.

Our music section is back to perform 
at Windsor Arms every first

Thursday of the month,
from 8pm to 11pm.

They will be performing top hits from 
all genres from the 1950s through

to present day.

For enquiries, please call 6410 1100 or email windsor@britishclub.org.sg

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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BC 
MAHJONG
IS BACK!
The Mahjong Section organizes ‘Games 
Morning’ once every quarter. It is an 
opportunity for members to pit their 
skills against one another, all in a fun and 
relaxing atmosphere.

It is also a platform for them to gauge 
how far they have come in their game.

On Monday, 23 May, we did just that.

After a long year of restrictions and 
almost no Mahjong, members eagerly 
signed up for Games Morning. It was 
played in a friendly atmosphere alongside 
the morning coffee and tea in the Windsor 
Arms. Prizes were awarded for Highest 
Score, Most Money, and the Wooden 
Spoon for player with the least money or 
bankrupt.

Our big winner this morning was Raina 
Sahny, who won the prize for Most Money 
and tied for Highest Score with Rositah 
Rozmus. Raina first joined the group in 
February 2021 and had never played 
Western Mahjong before. She taught her 
husband and son the game and played 
whenever she had time, especially during 
the period with Covid restrictions.

Despite getting the Wooden Spoon, 
Madam Ong was all smiles as it was more 
a symbolic recognition of effort and 
keeping the games spirit going.

Come join us for our next Games 
Morning, weather you’re a beginner or 
experienced player. We conduct teaching 
sessions, and we play Western Mahjong 
every Monday morning at the Windsor 
Arms.

Eagerly waiting for the starting bell….

One of the winning hands this morning

Lunch and prize presentations

Madam Ong won the Wooden Spoon
this morning.

Our big winner this morning. Raina Sahny
walked away with prize for Most Money and
tied for Highest Score with Rositah Rozmus.

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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WORLD CHOCOLATE THEME

CHOCOLATE CHIP 
COOKIES
Let the little ones celebrate World Chocolate Day by learning how 
to bake Chocolate Chip Cookies! Chocolate chip cookies are great 
because they are made with a few simple ingredients, most of which 
you have in the house all the time.

Saturday, 9 July
3pm to 4:30pm 
Verandah Terrace

Member - $30+
Guest - $35+
Click HERE to register

Cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event shall be billed the full price.

LITTLE 
CHEF

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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Get the kids in to summer camp these school 
holidays. It will be a break for you and these 
holiday camps give them a chance to have
fun too!

Monday to Wednesday
18 July to 20 July 2022 or
25 July to 27 July 2022 or
1 August to 3 August 2022

Time : 10am to 4pm
  (inclusive of 1 hour lunch)

Venue : Treetop Suite
Camp is suitable for all children aged
6 – 12 years old.

Price : $460+ (Members)
  $510+ (Guests)
Price inclusive of all materials,
snacks & 1 lunch meal a day

Click HERE to register.

For bookings or enquiries,
please call 6410 1100 or email 
events@britishclub.org.sg
Photos are for illustration purposes.

Camp Itinerary:

Day 1: Welcome camper, Ice breakers,
Team Building games, Arts & Crafts, Lunch,
Play Time, Junior Chefs

Day 2: Crazy Dance, Free Play, Lunch,
Discover me, Junior Chefs

Day 3: Play, Lunch, Fabulous race,
Discover me, Badge & Prize Presentation
 
Cancellation: Cancellation made less than 14 days

prior to the event will be billed the full price. Full

fee is chargeable for no shows. Cancellations are

required to be in writing 14 days prior to the camp.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe99DBZGAxZ41ueOmranycYVuIznqM00zZts_hica3A7t6fIw/viewform
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Saturday, 30 July 2022
11am to 12:30pm

Treetop Suite

Member - $100+
Guest - $110+
Click HERE to register

Registration close:
Friday, 15 July 2022

Price is inclusive all materials.

Cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event shall be billed the full price.

Please note that there is a minimum of 8 participants required for the
physical workshop to commence.

Make your own aromatherapy Soy 
Wax Candle with us! Enjoy a fun and 
informative session where you will 
learn more about essential oils, it’s 
characteristic and therapeutic benefits. 
You will be guided through over 20 
different aromas and notes to blend your 
very own personal wax candle. 

Identify your birthstone crystal and find 
out all about the healing benefits of your 
crystal. Combined with your essential 
oil blend, you will create your very own 
personal crystal candle!

Each participant gets to take home a 
150ml Soy Wax Crystal Candle, you may 
make your own blend or can follow one 
of our recipes.

CRYSTAL
CANDLE
WORKSHOP

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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Click HERE to register

Registration close:
Friday, 22 July 2022

Price is inclusive all materials.

Cancellations made less than 7 days prior to event
shall be billed the full price.

Please note that there is a minimum of 8 participants required for the 
physical workshop to commence.

ORCHID 
FLOWER

TABLE ARRANGEMENT 

As Singapore’s very own national flower, the orchid is a symbol 
of our multicultural heritage. While a flower centerpiece may 

look easy to be put together, it actually requires some thinking 
and planning. Join us in our flower table arrangement workshop 

for a calm, therapeutic but also challenging activity. 

Saturday, 6 August 2022
11am to 12:30pm

Treetop Suite

Member - $80+
Guest - $85+

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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“An evening with
Tim Bullamore, 
Obituary Writer” 
Readers of British newspapers such as The Times and the Daily Telegraph will be 
familiar with their obituary pages: the dead-pan humour, the understated turn 
of phrase and the outrageous anecdote that offers an illuminating insight into 
their subjects’ lives.

Have you ever wondered who gets an obituary? Why are they chosen and how 
are they written? 

Tim Bullamore has been writing obituaries for almost 30 years, including many 
of these newspapers’ greatest hits. He has been a finalist in the British Press 
Awards on four occasions and has been honoured by the US-based Society of 
Professional Obituary Writers. In this entertaining talk, he reveals some insight 
into the art of obituary writing and provide some memorable anecdotes from 
the dead centre of the newspaper.
 

the times | Monday May 6 2019 1G M
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tidy his hair,” Jug recalled. “But he’s too

much of an extremist for us — a tad too

bonkers.” 
Although the Eccentrics were prob-

ably the only party to have a guitar

as deputy leader, in the form of Jug’s

Brenda the Fender, not all their policies

were as daft as they sounded: one would

require MPs to work from home and

connect electronically to a virtual par-

liament, with the savings being used to

benefit the homeless, who would be

housed in the Palace of Westminster.

Despite adding to the gaiety of the

nation, Jug was a deeply troubled soul,

with music and politics being a façade

behind which he concealed a deep

depression and an addiction to alcohol.

Over the years he was in and out of

police cells and psychiatric hospitals,

wrestling with hallucinations and im-

aginary encounters with Cromwell and

Winston Churchill. As he once said:

“Jekyll and Hyde were lucky, because

there were only two of them.”

He was born Brian Borthwick in

Newham, east London, in 1965, the

eldest of three children of Brenda

Borthwick. His alcoholic and violent

father worked at the Royal Albert and

Royal Victoria docks and young Brian

was raised in Stratford, east London.

“It was really not a happy childhood,”

he said, recalling the start of his

alcoholism. “When I was about 14 or 15,

as soon as I drank my first drink, it was

like fireworks going off.” Football and

cricket kept him on a relatively straight

path, and he played both for Essex

schoolboys. He also joined West Ham

Boxing Club.

At the age of 15 he left Rokeby School,

Stratford, where he had been “hell-bent

on being the class clown”. He found

work as an apprentice painter and

decorator, and later was a landscape

gardener before an encounter with the

leader of the Monster Raving Loony

Party, which had been founded in 1982.

“I met Screaming Lord Sutch in East

Ham Working Men’s Club in 1989,” he

told the Newham Recorder in 2016. 

Soon he was a bass player in Sutch’s

band, the Savages, adding: “We got on

like a house on fire and he asked me to

be a candidate — and started calling me

Lord Toby Jug.” The name, a reference

to Borthwick’s physique, stuck and in

1991 he formally adopted it by deed poll.

His policy on the EU 

was for an ‘in, out or 

shake-it-all-about vote’

Not since the heyday of Screaming

Lord Sutch has a candidate brought

such jollity to election-night counts as

Lord Toby Jug, a protégé of the one-

time leader of the Official Monster

Raving Loony Party and later head of

his own Eccentric Party of Great

Britain. Wearing his trademark leop-

ard-skin blazer and top hat, the latter

formerly belonging to Sutch, Jug stood

at various elections, belting through

his megaphone the slogan: “Don’t be a

mug, vote Toby Jug.” 

His policies included plans for five-

day weekends and two-day weeks; a

requirement that sleeping policemen

would be replaced by members of the

House of Lords; and proposals that for

every selfie taken the photographer

must read ten books. The construction

of taller buildings for higher education

was perhaps a more realistic proposi-

tion. Jug was also an enthusiastic cam-

paigner for measures to tackle obesity

such as putting strong glue in lip balm.

Immigration would be reduced by

placing giant photos of Russell Brand or

Katie Hopkins at airports “to discour-

age foreigners from entering Britain”,

while crime would be nationalised to

ensure that it did not pay. Jug also

demanded the reintroduction of police

helmets, insisting “the higher the rank,

the higher the hat”, while his policy on

the EU was that the country should

have an “in, out or shake-it-all-about

referendum”.

Discarded chewing gum would be

used to fill pot holes; swimming pools

would be drained once a week to allow

access for non-swimmers; and anyone

convicted of a homophobic crime would

have to serve their sentence dressed in

drag. Text lanes would be introduced

on footpaths to prevent mobile phone-

using pedestrians walking into lamp-

posts; bottles of beer would be placed

on beaches so that an invading army

might get drunk instead of attacking;

and people with a speech impediment

would receive a 15 per cent discount on

their phone bills.

Never forgetting that all politics is

local, Jug, who latterly lived in St Ives,

Cambridgeshire, called for the town’s

statue of Oliver Cromwell to be re-

placed with one of Sutch; for crocodiles

to be introduced to the hitherto-peace-

ful Great Ouse River; and for dogs to be

fed with fluorescent food so that their

mess can be easily spotted by unsus-

pecting residents. Although he never

won a seat, in 2009 Jug came ahead of

two Labour candidates in elections to

Cambridgeshire county council.

Like Sutch, Jug found that the best

publicity came from standing against

high-profile candidates. In 2015 he was

on the ballot paper in Uxbridge and

South Ruislip, next to “Johnson, Boris”,

picking up 50 votes compared with his

rival’s 22,511. He thought Johnson

would make an ideal member of the Ec-

centric Party, even offering to stand

aside as leader if his rival would defect.

Later he had second thoughts. “I went

round with a jug of water and a comb to

He would belt through 

his megaphone: ‘Don’t 

be a mug, vote Toby Jug’

He ran into problems in 2015 when

Facebook suspended his account

claiming that Lord Toby Jug could not

possibly be his real name. 

He campaigned for Sutch at the

Bootle by-election of May 1990, when

the Loonies overtook David Owen’s

continuing Social Democrats, and his

first outing as a candidate was in the

1992 general election, when he chal-

lenged the Labour MP Tony Banks at

Newham North West, winning 252

votes. Five years later, operating out of

the Princess Amelia pub in Stratford,

Jug increased his vote to 300 against

Banks in what was by then the West

Ham constituency.

Despite leaving London in about

2003, Jug never relinquished his

support for Leyton Orient FC. He spoke

of missing the East End. “It was a great

area,” he said. “You really did leave your

doors open at night — but of course no

one had anything worth stealing.” He

settled in Vigo, a small village in Kent,

from where he inflicted his eccentricity

on the good voters of Folkestone and

Hythe, polling 175 votes against Mich-

ael Howard, the Conservative Party

leader, at the 2005 general election. He

offered heated lavatory seats to all

pensioners and pledged to tackle the

demise of the county’s red squirrels by

covering half the grey squirrel popula-

tion with red paint.

While there Jug had a relationship

with a lady called Julie Smith, having

been introduced by a mutual friend.

However, in 2006 he was given a com-

munity service order after admitting

to assaulting her. They had a son,

Thomas. He had another son, Jack,

with a previous girlfriend called Jackie.

The relationship with Smith broke

down and he moved in with his mother

and his sister, Nancy, who by then were

living in Cambridgeshire. They survive

him, as does a brother, Simon, who

works in the City of London. 

Alcohol continued to get the better of

Jug and in 2013 he was sleeping rough.

“My friends and family had endured

enough and I had nowhere to go,” he

said. He was referred to the Gainsbor-

ough Foundation, which provided

treatment for alcoholism in the county.

Like any self-respecting political

party, the Monster Raving Loonies are

no strangers to schisms. In 2014 Jug

was expelled because of disparaging

remarks he made about the pub chain

JD Wetherspoon, which the party had

been trying to attract as a sponsor. He

quickly bounced back, forming the

Eccentric Party based in St Ives, which

he said needed brightening up. “There

are too many men in

grey suits,” he told the

Hunts Post. “There

should be a supertax on

grey suits.”

The party received

backing from Adrian

Bayford, who in 2012

had become the winner

of Britain’s second-

biggest lottery payout,

and Bayford’s shop,

Black Barn Records,

became the Eccentrics’

headquarters. Their

first — and so far only

— councillor came in

the person of Deborah

Richardson, a member of St Ives town

council who rejoiced in the nickname

Lady Jezebel Fortescue; she lived on

the river and was the party’s spokes-

woman for floating voters. She also

helped Jug to tackle his alcoholism and

at the time of his death he was in his

fifth year of sobriety. 

In 2015 Jug elicited a correction from

The Sun newspaper after it confused

him with Howling Laud Hope, Sutch’s

successor as leader of the Monster

Raving Loony Party. “Apologies for

the confusion, which must have been

hugely embarrassing for both men,” the

paper stated. However, when Jug had a

letter published in other newspapers he

became despondent. “Something’s going

wrong,” he told The Sunday Times. “I’m

not supposed to make any sense.”

Lord Toby Jug, founder of the Eccentric 

Party, was born on December 18, 1965. He 

died suddenly on May 2, 2019, aged 53

Lord Toby Jug on the election trail in 2015 and, right, with Boris Johnson that year
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Colourful founder of the Eccentric Party who livened up many an election-night count but struggled with alcohol and depression

Inside forward who won 

14 caps for England

Ivor Broadis
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Margarita Pracatan on The Clive James Show in 1997. Below, in 1996. “She is us, without the fear of failure,” said James

Clive James was flicking through Amer-

ican television channels in New York,

only pausing at Channel 69 when he

caught sight, and sound, of Margarita

Pracatan, a Cuban-exile chanteuse

with a middle-of-the-road repertoire

who could empty the M25 simply by

opening her mouth. “The act was so

unintentionally funny,” James recalled,

although in other tellings of the tale it

was one of his producers or researchers

who spotted her. “She was more than

just a singer,” James added. “Everything

she said and did was original.”

Enthralled, James (obituary, Novem-

ber 28, 2019) invited Pracatan on to his

popular British television show from

where in 1994 she burst into the homes

of some 7.5 million unsuspecting view-

ers with an act that was so bad it was

good. “He ask me to London. I sink he

is crazy,” trilled Pracatan in her treacle-

thick Cuban accent.

In the studio she was let loose on

unsuspecting guests, performing with

Boy George, serenading Liza Minnelli

or rounding off the programme with a

mauling of Lionel Richie’s Hello (“Ees it

me ya looking fer?”). On one occasion

she launched a vocal assault on New

York, New York that would make Frank

Sinatra fans weep, while on another she

delivered a caterwauling You Were

Always on My Mind accompanied by

James and a bemused Freddie Starr.

Gloria Gaynor’s I Will Survive and

Abba’s Mamma Mia received the Praca-

tan treatment as the credits rolled.

From the outset Pracatan was a

sensation. “Twirling her boas, shaking

her spangles, hammering away at the

helpless Yamaha, filling the screen to

the very edge with her hair extensions,

in every sense she was bigger than I was,

and by the end of the first season I was

a guest on my own show,” wrote James

in The Complete Unreliable Memoirs,

describing her as “a yodelling bonanza”.

If the voice was loud, so too were the

glamorous outfits, a riot of primary col-

ours resembling a tube of Smarties that

had been left near an open fire. A

matching feather boa was wrapped

around her neck and she would be

decorated with sequins and a towering

wig. Depending on her mood, her false

eyelashes might be a vivid green. Feath-

ers were an integral part of her ensem-

ble, with some of them being used to

tickle James’s balding pate as she

admired his “bedroom eyes”.

Extrovert was too dull a word for this

exuberant songstress, who acquired a

cult following among British television

audiences. Once on a live discussion

show with Ned Sherrin she told her

host “I am into you already” before

interrupting his reference to her talent

with the disarmingly honest: “I don’t

have talent at all, honey.” 

Be that as it may, Cillian de Buitléar,

James’s producer, insisted that she took

the business of being an entertainer

seriously. “She wasn’t messing around,

despite her unorthodox time signa-

tures,” he said. “There was a certain

amount of guessing you had to do when

she started doing a cover version of a

well-known song in rehearsal, but I

suppose you could say she was reinter-

preting it.”

Off screen Pracatan was just as

exuberant, with James recalling her

screeching “Darling I love you” to a

‘Yeah’ anyway.” She is survived by their

daughter, Maria, a teacher.

Pracatan then had a seven-year rela-

tionship with a married man, later

recalling how she also had emotional

tête-à-têtes with his wife. “I said,

‘Listen, don’t worry, I love him too, but

I don’t want to get married, you can

keep him. I can see him sometimes.’ ”

She was soon able to afford a Yamaha

electric piano but never had a lesson in

her life, not on the piano nor singing.

Her stage career began as Miss de Cuba

in New York’s small and steamy clubs,

sometimes only in exchange for a meal,

before she rented a video camera and

started creating her own public-access

cable shows, a form of make-your-own

content in the days before YouTube. 

It was on one of these that she was

spotted by James and his team. At first

they played clips of her performances

on his show; later they flew her to

London to appear in person. She was

forever grateful, declaring: “He takes

me seriously, and I am so happy that I

want to do my 100 per cent.” 

The stage name Pracatan was, she

explained, Cuban-Spanish for “wow”.

Pressed on the subject by James, she

added: “When you do something and it

comes out beautiful, you say, ‘Prrracat-

aaaan!’ Or, when you have sex and it’s

fantastic, ‘Prrracataaaan!’ ”

She went on to have a self-titled hit

CD and was photographed perched on

top of the new Daewoo Mya at the 1996

Birmingham Motor Show. There was

even a Margarita Pracatan impersona-

tor based in Brighton. Alas, the real

Pracatan’s potential was never fully

realised in America, although last year

she turned up in an episode of Real

Housewives of New York City in a cover

version of Money Can’t Buy You Class

by Luann de Lesseps, one of the

show’s stars. 

Meanwhile, Pracatan had become a

gay icon, leading pride parades, head-

lining at gay nightclubs around the

world and achieving success at the

Mardi Gras festival in Sydney. On one

occasion she was midway through her

own inimitable rendition of Stevie

Wonder’s I Just Called to Say I Love You

at the Pink Coconut club in Derby

when an excited fan threw a gold

G-string in her direction. A hail of men’s

underwear followed. “It was wonder-

ful,” she declared.

Her stage persona remained as wild

and vivacious as ever: colourful,

flamboyant and camp. However, she

was indignant to be thought of as

anything other than a fully-fledged

woman. “These people think I ham

transvessie,” she told one interviewer.

“I ask you, honey!”

By this time she was happy living on

her own. “I don’t like sex. I hate sex,” she

told the Daily Mirror, her large brown

almond-shaped eyes opening ever

wider. She had been celibate for a

decade, adding on another occasion

that she was not tempted to remarry. “I

don’t want anybody; I’m in love with

myself,” she explained 11 years ago. “I

don’t have to get married to be happy. I

have my two arms, two legs, my eyes

and my voice. I have a beautiful life.”

Margarita Pracatan, entertainer, was 

born on June 11, 1931. She died of heart 

failure on June 23, 2020, aged 89

passing police officer. Like many

Cubans she sat down to dinner at mid-

night and would still be dancing on the

table at dawn. “We had to provide one

of our young men to look after her and

she was using them up at the rate of one

a week,” James wrote. “The connection

was purely platonic, but the guys had to

eat amphetamines to stay with her.”

Part of the joy of Pracatan was the

way her syntax bore a close resem-

blance to random words plucked from a

dictionary before being mangled

through her thick accent. She spoke as

she sang, with words tumbling out in

such a way that they could be heard, if

not always understood. When neither

singing nor speaking she was howling

with laughter.

The notes may have been flat and the

phrasing incomprehensible, but Praca-

tan was a star. She received a rousing

welcome at the Queen Elizabeth Hall

and in 1995 sold out her televised show

at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, where

she was billed as “Bob Downes meets

Jackie Stallone” and her mere presence

led to a near riot. Although she needed

Her outfits resembled 

a tube of Smarties that 

had been left near a fire

Obituaries

Margarita Pracatan

Colourful musical entertainer whose regular slot on The Clive James Show brought a whole new meaning to the word ‘extrovert’
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some hand-holding back stage, she in-

sisted that nerves were never a prob-

lem: “The audience, they get nervy . . .

because they say, ‘And what the

heck she gonna be doing now?’ ” As

James observed, “She never lets

the words or melody get in her

way,” adding philosophically:

“She is us, without the fear of

failure.”
Juana Margarita

Figueroa was born in

Santiago de Cuba in

1931, one of eight child-

ren of Buenaventura, a

union leader in the

sugar industry and Juana, his

school-teacher wife, who

played the piano. As a child she

adored Shirley Temple films

and dreamt of living in New

York, keeping scrapbooks

bulging with pictures of the

city cut out from magazines.

At the start of the Cuban

revolution in 1953 her father

fell foul of the communists and

the family fled to Venezuela,

though not before Pracatan

had been briefly jailed. “They

took all my rrrings,” she told

The Sunday Telegraph, her pain

still evident. Turning up in the

US, she made her way to Man-

hattan in search of fame and for-

tune. For the rest of her life she lived on

the Upper West Side, a couple of blocks

from John Lennon’s old place, in a

rent-controlled one-bedroom

apartment that was a riotous

celebration of reds, golds and

mirrored tiles.

Depending on which version

of her story she was telling,

Pracatan might once have

been a police officer. “I only

have to take a knife from

someone once and he

didn’t mind,” she declared

with pride. Her next career

move was selling men’s

underwear at Saks Fifth

Avenue, the department

store. “I have to ask, ‘What

size are you? Is it small,

medium or large?’” she

would demand of her

embarrassed customers.

One was Robert Brading,

a second-generation Ger-

man-American businessman

who returned regularly to have

his crotch assessed. They

married in the early 1970s, but it

was quickly dissolved. “He did

not speak Spanish and my

English was not good,” she told

OK magazine with a shrug.

“Sometimes he’d talk and I

didn’t understand him, but I say
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ed by the removal of his brother Chris-

topher from Longleat within a week of

his father’s death in 1992, and he was a

shrewd and careful businessman. 

In 1966 he contracted an “anti-marri-

age” with Tania Duckworth, a 17-year-

old model from Sri Lanka. However, if

he were to be able to pass Longleat on to

any children he might have he needed

to be legitimately married, and in 1969

tied the knot with Anna Gyarmathy, a

Hungarian soft-porn actress who later

became a journalist. The couple

reached an agreement whereby she

would spend most of her time in Paris,

leaving him free to be with his wifelets.

They had a daughter, Lady Lenka

Thynn, who became a model, and a son,

Ceawlin, who was named after a Dark

Ages king of Wessex and who succeeds

in the title. In 2010 Bath, then 77,

handed over Longleat Enterprises to

Ceawlin, at the same time giving some

two dozen longstanding retainers their

marching orders. This father-son

relationship was also fraught, with the

pair falling out in 2012 when Ceawlin

removed some of the erotic murals

painted by his father. Three years later,

when Ceawlin married Emma

McQuiston, who is half-Nigerian, his

mother suggested that the union would

ruin “400 years of bloodline”. 

Lord Bath, who also had another

daughter born in about 2000, divided his

time between the house at weekends, a

flat in London during the week and a

sybaritic villa in the south of France,

though he did not care for dining out

because the cuisine was “too French”.

With advancing years he wore a hearing

aid. When asked in his seventies what he

would have done had he not been born

an aristocrat, he replied unhesitatingly

that he would have been a lorry driver.

He lamented not seeing enough of his

children and in the evenings he would

generally “consult with my doggy”. A

compulsive chronicler of his life he

leaves an autobiography of some many

million words in several volumes, as well

as a complete photographic record of

every guest to stay at Longleat. 

After the fracas between his wifelets

frontiers of which Longleat lies. He

stood as a Wessex Regionalist Party

candidate in the general elections of

1974 and 1979 and in the European par-

liament election of 1979 on a platform

proposing the region’s secession. He

wrote a book on the subject, A Regional-

ist Manifesto (1975), to add to his three

privately published novels. He was also

a Liberal Democrat whip in the Lords

from 1993 until losing his seat during

the reforms of 1999.

LB, as he was known by some of his

staff, was tall, broad and bearded with a

look of the Viking about him, but with

a gentle voice. He favoured ethnic quilt-

ed jackets, slippers and whimsical head-

gear. It was easy to be misled by his con-

vivial manner and boyish exuberance.

He had a hard edge, as was demonstrat-

The peer’s ‘wifelets’ 

argued over whose turn 

it was to sleep with him
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Marquess of Bath

Colourful aristocrat known as the ‘loins of Bath’ 

who made a success of Longleat safari park

Lord Bath at Longleat in 1999; right, in his party best in 2007; and, left, as a young man when he was Viscount Weymouth

In June 2011 police were called to Long-

leat House, the Marquess of Bath’s

stately home near Warminster, in Wilt-

shire, to break up a fight: two of the po-

lygamous peer’s “wifelets” were arguing

over whose turn it was to sleep with

him. The eccentric aristocrat boasted of

having slept with hundreds of women,

known as the “wifelets of Bath”, and he

immortalised dozens of them in garish

papier-mâché portraits that hung, in

order of conquest, on the spiral stair-

case leading to his apartment in his

16th-century ancestral pile.

Alexander Thynn, as the marquess

preferred to be known, was a writer, art-

ist, founder of the Wessex Regionalist

Party and entrepreneur, who trans-

formed Longleat into one of the most

visited stately homes in the country,

complete with a safari park whose resi-

dent lions gave rise to his nickname,

“the loins of Bath”. He gave plenty of

ammunition to those who did not

approve of the hereditary principle:

eating squirrels from his estate, believ-

ing in pantheism and rarely forgoing

his turn when a cannabis joint or a line

of cocaine was being passed around.

There were, indeed, those who resent-

ed the licence that his wealth and class

allowed him and viewed his way of life

as offensively self-indulgent

and egotistical. 

The harder he fought

to avoid conforming to

the expectations of

his class, the more

he conformed to

another stereotype

— that of the

eccentric peer. To

meet him was to

encounter a man

who looked like an

off-duty wizard or col-

ourful hippy, with his

snow-white beard, crim-

son crushed-velvet trousers

and mauve hooded sweater. Yet

behind all this lay a complex and deeply

serious man, with an almost obsessive

need to explain himself to the world.

He was born Alexander George

Thynne in 1932, the third of five children

of the sixth marquess and his first wife,

Daphne, who was the daughter of Lord

Vivian. In 1976 he had the “e” legally

removed from the end of his surname so

that it would rhyme with “pin” not

“pine”. His eldest sister, Lady Caroline,

married the 11th Duke of Beaufort and

died in 1995; an older brother, Thomas,

died in infancy; a younger, Christopher,

died in 2017; and his youngest brother,

Valentine, was found hanged in the

Bath Arms, a pub on the estate, in 1979

after a gala evening at Longleat attend-

ed by Princess Margaret.

Alexander’s relationship with his

father was problematic and a large pro-

portion of the Longleat murals, which

Bath described as “therapies”, are con-

cerned with exorcising the ghosts of his

upbringing. He never forgave his father

for beating him with a riding crop after

he washed his dog in the bathroom at

Longleat, which was built by their an-

cestor Sir John Thynne and set in 9,000

acres on the Wiltshire-Somerset bor-

ders, with grounds landscaped by

Capability Brown. It is said to have 128

rooms, 365 windows and 99 chimneys

and has featured in several films.

At Ludgrove preparatory school in

Berkshire he distinguished himself by

locking the headmaster in his study and

forming a fascist society in a vain at-

tempt to please his father, who was a

collector of Hitler’s paintings. Moving

on to Eton he became a member of Pop

and keeper of boxing, though contem-

poraries remembered him as being

“straight up-and-down”.

Viscount Weymouth, as he then was,

read philosophy, politics and econom-

ics at Christ Church, Oxford, where his

beliefs began to form, though his social

life remained that of the typical young

aristocrat and he was president of the

Bullingdon Club. There was also

National Service in the Life Guards, a

period he recalled as his least successful

although he became the army officers’

welterweight boxing champion. From

there he trained as an artist, rapidly

metamorphosing into his ponytailed

form, a process that was aided by long

periods of withdrawal from the world,

including a spell in an Amazon cave.

Despite the deteriorating relation-

ship with his father, in due course the

sixth marquess handed over Longleat

to his eldest son to pre-empt death

duties. The younger man set

about transforming the

walls of his wing of

Longleat, dividing his

murals into three

categories: co-

coons, therapies

and fantasies. In

1973 they were

put on show to the

public and guests

gradually became

accustomed to

guided tours appear-

ing while they were

having lunch in the din-

ing room. While critical

reaction to the murals was largely

negative — his brother Christopher

described them as “pornographic piz-

za” — viewers could only be impressed

by the sheer scale of the project, while

the tabloid press had a field day with the

explicit Kama Sutra room.

Meanwhile, the estate had to pay its

way. In 1966 his father, who had once

been described by the head master of

Harrow as “moronic beyond reach”,

had welcomed to Longleat the lions

that today draw hundreds of thousands

of visitors a year. Local people were

opposed, fearing that the big cats would

escape, while the idea of a safari park

was scoffed at by The Times, which said

that the “unbounded fecklessness” of

the public was such that the enterprise

was bound to end in tragedy. So far no

one has been eaten. Instead the safari

park, said to have been the first outside

Africa, has been a success and the lions

have been joined by tigers, giraffes,

gorillas, zebras and wolves. 

Lord Bath went on to build the

world’s largest maze and sell a £50 mil-

lion lease on part of the grounds to

Center Parcs, while his Longleat Enter-

prises also runs the Cheddar Gorge and

Caves tourist attraction in Somerset.

Another of his passions was for Wess-

ex, the ancient kingdom within the
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Armstrong at the Home Office in 1977 before his long partnership with Thatcher

ed too readily to the request to use his

position to defend the political actions

of the government. However, he did

what was demanded of him, even to the

extent of using Edmund Burke’s phrase

that it was sometimes justifiable to be

“economical with the truth” when he

had been poorly briefed. The extent of

his frustration and irritation expressed

itself when he swung his briefcase at in-

trusive photographers at the airport. 

On his return Thatcher gave him two

bottles of whisky, an acknowledgment,

perhaps, that she had been partly re-

sponsible for the episode.

He recalled the experience and

media coverage as “the most disagreea-

ble time” in his career. The publicity

helped Spycatcher to become a best-

seller. In an interview two years earlier

he had said, “I don’t want to be there out

in front”, but would play a backroom

role. Anthony Sampson in his Anatomy

of Britain (1962) wrote that for senior of-

ficials, “anonymity is a passion as great

as fame is for their masters”.

Born in 1927, Robert Temple Arm-

strong was the only son of a musical

family. His father was Sir Thomas Arm-

strong and his mother, Hester (née

Draper). Sir Thomas was a household

name, especially in Oxford, where he

was the organist of Christ Church from

1933-55 and principal of the Royal Aca-

demy of Music from 1955-68.

He was likened to ‘Sir 

Humphrey’ after facing 

aggressive questioning

Young Robert was educated at the

Dragon School (he packed down in the

scrum with the rugby-playing Janet

Young, later to be the leader of the

House of Lords), Eton, where he was a

king’s scholar, and Christ Church, Ox-

ford, where he read Greats. On leaving

Oxford, the music critic of The Times

offered him a job, which he declined

because “I didn’t want to do music in a

second-hand way”.

One of his other assets was his skill as

a draftsman. Impeccably lucid prose

flowed from his quill pen in beautiful

handwriting. Another asset was his ur-

bane obscurantism. In later years some

of his silences before select committees

would be described as Pinteresque.

He joined the Treasury as an assist-

ant principal in 1950 and within three

years had become private secretary to

Reginald Maudling, the economic sec-

retary and future chancellor. He had

spells as private secretary to RA Butler

and Roy Jenkins when they were chan-

cellors. They viewed him as a star

before he was appointed principal pri-

vate secretary to Edward Heath, the

new prime minister, in 1970.

As a boy he had met Heath, who, as

an organ scholar at Balliol, was taught

by his father. Senior mandarins, aware

that Heath was a difficult man, hoped

their shared interest in music would

help relations. It did. They played piano

duets at Chequers, with little conversa-

tion. One insider with experience of

No 10 office life said: “Under Robert

everything worked like bureaucratic

clockwork. It was quiet, like a cathedral.

Today it is like a bus station.”

He also planned the musical soirées

that Heath laid on for guests at No 10.

However, it was not always so cosy.

When Heath, a keen yachtsman, was

involved in a race in the English Chan-

nel and refused to use a special radio to

keep in contact with No 10, Armstrong

objected and threatened to put the

matter on the cabinet agenda. With ill

grace Heath eventually complied.

Armstrong had a mischievous side.

He seemed to enjoy keeping Sir John

Hunt, the cabinet secretary and his

senior, waiting to see the prime minis-

ter. In the TV series Yes, Prime Minister

this ruse inspired the episode in which

the cabinet secretary is frantic to get

the key to the door from the Cabinet

Office to No 10 and ends up trying to

climb through the window.

He was closely involved in such key

policies as the government’s statutory

prices and incomes policy, the imposi-

tion of direct rule in Northern Ireland,

the industrial disruption that culminat-

ed in the miners’ work to rule and the

three-day week and, with Heath, the

entry to the European Economic Com-

munity in 1973, a crowning achieve-

ment for two passionate Europhiles.

When Harold Wilson returned to

No 10 in March 1974 Armstrong expect-

ed to be replaced; he knew that Wilson’s

political secretary, the formidable Mar-

cia Williams, wanted him out because

of his closeness to Heath and his pro-

European stance. It was his responsibil-

ity to arrange the handover from Heath

to Wilson; he accompanied Heath to

the Palace and stayed on to greet Wil-

son, expecting to return with the new

prime minister. However, when Wilson

emerged, his waiting aides, including

Williams, jumped into the official car

with him and sped back to Downing

Street, leaving Armstrong behind. In

their view they were putting the man-

darins in their place. Armstrong was

not to be outfoxed; he had a spare car

waiting, returned to Downing Street

before the aides and was the first to wel-

come Wilson into No 10.

He left Downing Street a year later to

join Roy Jenkins, the home secretary, at

the Home Office. Bernard Donoughue,

the head of Wilson’s policy unit, had

been suspicious of him, but wrote on his

departure from No 10: “He is really a re-

markable public servant, one of the best

I have dealt with. Firm, honest, tough,

but much warmer than most . . . If he has

a fault it is that he sometimes equates

the national interest with the interest of

the Whitehall machine.”

He became cabinet secretary in Oc-

tober 1979 (and in 1983 also sole head of

the civil service). When Thatcher invit-

ed him to No 10 in July 1979 to tell him

of his appointment, her first words to

him were: “You’re looking very tired.”

When he left her aides told him: “She’s

been saying that to everyone.” 

His predecessor, Hunt, and his suc-

cessor, Sir Robin Butler, served four

and three prime ministers respectively.

Armstrong was the first to serve only

one and his record in the top job is col-

oured by his partnership with her. They

seemed an unlikely combination. He

remained close to Heath, was strongly

pro-European and for all his loyalty to

her was never a Thatcherite, “one of us”,

in her words. He offered to stop seeing

Heath, but she dismissed the proposal.

Continued on page 46

in 2011, one of them, aged 45, was ar-

rested on suspicion of actual bodily

harm but later released without charge;

the second, aged 62, was treated in hos-

pital for cuts and a suspected broken

nose. As for Lord Bath, he had retired to

his billet — a circular contraption on a

podium in the middle of the room —

telling the pair: “You sort it out, I’m

going to bed.”

The 7th Marquess of Bath, aristocrat, 

artist and writer, was born on May 6, 

1932. He died on April 4, 2020, after 

contracting Covid-19, aged 87

TONY WARD/CAMERA PRESS

Lord Armstrong of Ilminster

Confidant to three prime ministers who was best known for being ‘economical with the truth’ over Spycatcher

Quick of eye, impish of nose and fresh

of complexion, Robert Armstrong was

a confidant to three prime ministers. He

had a bigger frame than first appeared

and walked quickly with a short stride.

As head of the civil service in Whitehall

he gave off an electric energy and en-

thusiasm. He retained, indeed, some-

thing of the appearance and vitality of a

well-groomed schoolboy.

Yet he became a household name for

the wrong reasons. It was during his last

few years as cabinet secretary to Mar-

garet Thatcher, a time when his natural

discretion, courtesy and good humour

were tested almost to destruction by a

series of embarrassments and crises.

After a number of damaging leaks by

officials in 1985 Armstrong issued an

official “note of guidance” that civil ser-

vants were servants of the crown and

therefore the government of the day.

This dismissed the romantic notion,

still held by some officials, that they

owed their allegiance to and derived

their authority from the monarch.

He then negotiated a no-strike deal

with the unions at GCHQ, the military

intelligence centre at Cheltenham, and

was taken aback when Thatcher dis-

owned it and insisted on banning union

membership at GCHQ.

Perhaps his greatest political service

to Thatcher was when she faced a chal-

lenge from Michael Heseltine, her de-

fence minister, over their disagreement

about a bailout for the Westland heli-

copter company. Heseltine felt he was

being blocked from raising the issue in

cabinet and argued his case in public.

Armstrong was taking the cabinet

minutes on January 9, 1986, and when

Thatcher announced that future

statements on Westland would have to

be cleared by the Cabinet Office,

Heseltine marched out and announced

his resignation to the waiting media.

That was not the end of the matter for

Thatcher or Armstrong. A confidential

letter from the solicitor-general warn-

ing Heseltine about the accuracy of

statements that he was making about

the case was deliberately leaked to the

media to damage him. When the law

officers insisted on an inquiry into the

leak, the threat to No 10 and to Thatch-

er was clear. Armstrong, however inap-

propriately, conducted the inquiry and

agreed to answer for the government

before the defence select committee.

Before he had begun his inquiry he

knew that Leon Brittan, believing that

his officials had been given clearance by

No 10, had authorised the leak. Thatch-

er appreciated his stonewalling before

MPs. Critics, however, claimed he had

been engaged in a cover-up.

More embarrassing was his attempt

to block an embittered former MI5 offi-

cer’s plan to publish his memoirs, en-

titled Spycatcher, in Australia and so

evade the Official Secrets Act. The gov-

ernment felt it had to act, not least to

prevent others doing the same. It fell to

Armstrong, as Thatcher’s security and

intelligence adviser, to make the case,

appearing before a select committee in

Westminster and in court in Australia.

In the latter case he was ill at ease when

faced with aggressive questioning and

likened to “Sir Humphrey”, the official

in Yes Minister, the popular TV series. It

was a humiliation for a proud man.

Colleagues felt that he had respond-

BRIAN HARRIS

Wednesday,
10 August 2022
7:30pm to 8:30pm
(Drinks & light bites will be 
serve from 7pm onwards) 

Treetop Suite

Adult
- $25+
(inclusive of two complimentary 
drinks, choose from house wine, 
beer or soft drinks)

Child/Student*
- $15+
(inclusive of 1 complimentary 
soft drink) 

Click HERE to register

Registration close:
Friday, 22 July 2022

*Below 18 years old

mailto:events%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCBQilqaVbG_mYjVaU_bGOC5i8ZdIuTu9mDG6xolo6Rg88DA/closedform
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TAEKWONDO: 
The British Club Taekwondo Section

Taekwondo is one of the most popular and fastest growing sport in the world. It is a martial art originating from Korea, 
characterized by its emphasis on head-height kicks, jumping spinning kicks, and fast-kicking techniques. In reality, greater emphasis 
is placed on the spiritual rather than physical matters of the art. The ultimate purpose of taekwondo is the development of healthy 
bodies and minds.

The multi-disciplinary curriculum of taekwondo includes unarmed combat, sparring and poomsae (pattern). It helps to develop 
individual’s physical and mental fitness, cultivation of one’s attention, discipline, awareness, tolerance, respect and self-defence 
techniques.

Etiquette Perseverance Inspire Self Control

Indomitable Spirit

The five tenets of Taekwondo Sport is as follows

• Etiquette – We shall remain polite and respect to one another regardless of race, language, class or creed.
• Modesty – We shall remain humble and foster high ethical standards.
• Perseverance – We shall believe in ourselves and persist, no matter how great the challenge to achieve our aspiration
• Self Control – We shall have control over our thoughts, emotions as well as our actions.
• Indomitable Spirit – We shall have the courage to stand up for our principles.

The British Club Taekwondo Section is a fully-fledged member of the Singapore Taekwondo Federation (STF) which is an affiliate of 
the World Taekwondo Federation (WTF). Being part of WTF means that students who come from abroad or move overseas could 
continue their training, uninterrupted at WTF affiliated schools, anywhere in the world.

There are no prerequisites or prior experiences for joining the Taekwondo training. It is a sport suitable for children (6 years old & 
above) and adults. The lesson is geared towards developing the skills kids need to thrive, like concentration, agility, courage and 
flexibility.

The Taekwondo Section is headed by Andy Tan, who is a seasoned practitioner with more than 40 years of experience. He is well-
respected by his peers and has groomed many gold medalists in the National Taekwondo Sports Competition. The Taekwondo 
Section is coordinated by Adam Slater, who is a dedicated black belt practitioner and qualified coach. We encourage you to come 
along for a free trial session at the Aerobics room next to the gym. Should you need further clarification or information, please 
email taekwondo@britishclub.org.sg. 

mailto:taekwondo%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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CRICKET: 
Cricket is 
Back!
By Rob Annan 

With the relaxation of safe 
management measures, the BC 
Cricket Section held its inaugural 
Juniors’ Development session with 
3Cricket. Jason Del La Pena, a 
Level III ECB coach, and a former 
English County player, supported 
by the British Club Cricket Section 
coaches, introduced fifteen girls and 
boys to a range of batting, bowling, 
and fielding skil ls. This lays a solid 
foundation and prepares young 
people for a lifetime of competitive 
and social sport.  

The benefits of cricket are varied; 
it develops motor skil ls, increases 
fitness, and cultivates self-
confidence. But, most important of 
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all, the emphasis is on having fun! 
Small games, designed to develop 
key skil ls, brought out the ebullient 
energy and excitement of a 
spirited group of kids. The younger 
practiced by playing dodgeball, 
throwing nerf torpedoes, and diving 
on the big red mats, while the older 
kids had a go against the bowling 
machine. The session finished with 
delicious watermelon and wide 
smiles all around.

After a two-year hiatus, 11-aside 
cricket resumed at Singapore’s 
iconic ground at Padang field. 
The BC XI batsmen turned in an 
outstanding performance, reaching 
a competitive 217 total. Simon 
Bignell 33 (n.o.) and Rob Annan 
32 (n.o.) saw the BC XI to early 
drink break due to the scoring iPad 
overheating. Sharath Narayan 35 
(n.o.) and Srihari Yachamaneni 32 
were also in the runs. Sharath was 
the pick of the bowling, with 3-21 
off four overs. Adam Lawrence 
delivered an outstanding 0-10 off 
four overs; and Asad Kalimi 2-18 
and Adam Taylor 2-16 shared in the 
wickets. SCC fell twenty runs short 
of the BC XI total. The day finished 
with well-deserved drinks—a big 
thanks to SCC for the hospitality.

The BC XI then met Tanglin Champs 
CC on a blistering hot afternoon at 
Bukit Timah Cricket Ground. Tanglin 

won the toss and was elected to 
bat on a track destined to produce 
runs. As the scoreboard ticked over 
at a steady rate, it was left to Matt 
Snooks (2-38) to make the initial 
break through before Sam Stephens 
delivered a fine 3-19 off two overs. 
In reply, Will Bain (24 n.o.) and 
Aravind Srinavas (23) made a solid 
start, chasing a challenging 267, 
after which the lusty batting of the 
middle order seized the initiative. 
Lee Ownsworth set the tone with a 
fluent 37 in a decisive partnership 
with Snooks, who blasted 44 runs 

not out. Bignell played a captain’s 
innings, scoring 43 not out with a 
broken finger, to secure the victory.

Please contact us at
cricket@britishclub.org.sg if
you are interested in joining
the section and follow us on 
Instagram via
@cricket_thebritishclubsg. 

mailto:cricket%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
https://www.instagram.com/cricket_thebritishclubsg/?hl=en
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It was all the way back in the ‘covid free’ 
world of 2019 that Matt Rawbone took 
on the role as the British Club Tennis 
Convenor. I’m not sure he understood at 
the time what an impact he would have 
on the tennis section, and how difficult, 
and time consuming a task the role would 
be during covid restrictions. Last month, 
Matt sadly decided to step down, due to 
increased work and travel commitments, 
as well as wanting to devote more time to 
his family.

Matt and his family, wife Melinda, and kids 
Kaia (7), Zac (7), and Ethan (5) arrived in 
Singapore from London in 2017. If you’ve 
ever seen Matt hit a tennis ball, it would 
come as no surprise that he has played 
at county level in his home country, New 
Zealand, and for a top London club. 
Joining the British Club was an easy 
choice – he was at the best family club in 
Singapore, and also had the opportunity 
to join a great tennis section and continue 
to play a competitive level of tennis. 

His passion for tennis was evident as 
convenor, and his enthusiasm for getting 
as many members involved in tennis at 

TENNIS: 
News From the Tennis Section
By Kristy Carter & Ben Kiggell

any level was infectious. The goal was 
a thriving tennis section and the sport 
being enjoyed by everyone at every 
level, advanced, or beginner, social or 
competitive.

Covid restrictions were a challenge for the 
club and to the section. With everyone 
stuck in Singapore, tennis was one of the 
only sports we could play, (even if we 
were only able to play singles at certain 
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times). Demand for court time was at 
an all-time high, as was the demand 
for private coaching. Matt often bore 
the brunt of member complaints as 
frustrations with busy courts and coaches 
boiled over, even as he was working on 
fairer coaching arrangements. His main 
objective during this tricky time was 
fairness for all members.

He also wanted to breakdown the 
perception that competition tennis was 
only for the top-level players. Matt was 
the driving force in encouraging players 
from the Men’s Monday night social to 
enter a team in the Singapore Tennis 
Association (STA) League. He was also 
extremely supportive of establishing the 
Ladies’ Tuesday Night Social, when it was 
bought to his attention, realising that 
full-time working ladies must also have 
the opportunity for a tennis social after 
working hours.

When I mentioned that I was writing this 
article to Kate Yu Juan (our wonderful 
Friday Night Social co-ordinator) she was 
quick to point out that;

These examples are just a few snippets of Matt’s impact as Tennis Convenor, and he has 

certainly left ‘giant’ shoes to fill. The whole section owes him a huge debt for the time 

and commitment that he has given to the tennis section at the Club.

Matt is one of the most effective and practical tennis 
convenors we have had- constantly having the interests 
and matters of the tennis section on his mind and has 
been open to always share his ideas and thoughts.
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FOOTBALL: 
BCFC – back in action!

By Robin Thuillier, Communications Director

Great to be able to report that the Football Section has returned to 
action with two teams playing regularly again on Saturday afternoons 
at Turf City, together with midweek five-a-side games on Wednesday 
evenings and some other ad hoc friendlies.

Whilst the extra couple of years is showing on some of the SuperVets 
(over 45s), with typically only six or seven actually interfering 
with play whilst on the pitch, the spirit and enthusiasm remains 
unchanged.

We have also been delighted to welcome a number of new playing 
members to the Section, who have both strengthened the squad and 
materially reduced the average playing age, as well as seeing the 
return of BCFC legends Alan Jope, John Rennie and Ian Marr over 
the past few weeks.

April saw the return to Southeast Asia touring with a long-awaited 
trip to Phuket that included an intersection five-a-side competition 
on the Friday, followed by a tough game against a local side in the 
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blazing sun on Saturday afternoon. It was enlightening to see a 
number of the tourists showing off their new tropical attire and 
footwear, although the consensus was that Paddy ‘Bend it l ike 
Beckham’ Flynn should have stuck to his previous boots! 

Your correspondent can also report that the tour co-organiser, 
Tim Risbridger, was the predictable winner of the ‘what 
happened next?’ competition as the team sought an equaliser in 
the Saturday afternoon game!

Come and join us!

As you can see, the Football Section activities and camaraderie reach far & wide with regular games throughout the year
and plans for the next tour to Bali in September are already underway! If you would like to join in the fun, please contact:

football@british.org.sg or speak to the Sports office
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/service/sports-football/

mailto:football%40british.org.sg?subject=
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/service/sports-football/
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GOLF: 
Golf Activities
By Nic Merrow-Smith

The largest British Club golf event in living memory.
Thank you all for your support.

Mixed pairs featured for the first time in a British Club Golf 
Competition. Marie Cheong (partnering Andrew Eddy) 
putting out whilst Angeline Tan and partner Andrew Koh 
watch on. 

I’m really pleased to announce that golf activities are ramping up. We 
have a fixture list and doing our best to manage expectations as golf 
begins to open up for British Club members in Singapore and the 
Region. This happens at a time when we usually take a summer break. 
However, if people are around in July and August, we will organise 
some social games in Malaysia. The Els Club at Desaru stands out as a 
great venue for a weekend getaway with great golf, resorts, and a water 
theme park.

On the golfing front, our British Club team managed to claim the Night 
League wooden spoon after narrowly missing out last season. We will 
bask in the glory of moving up the table when the Autumn League 
returns in September. We are always looking for new golfers unknown 
to the organizers, so we can rotate the team and introduce those with 
a preferable handicap. With close to 60 members in the Golf Section, 
perhaps 2023 will be the year we get our strategy right.

Our inaugural Golf Pairs Invitational took place on Saturday, 4 May at 
Sentosa Golf Club. The event attracted a large number of participants 
and was extremely well received. 56 golfers arrived at Sentosa Golf 
Club in torrential rain, to see the skies clear and the first flights teeing-
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Eventual winners Adrian Sargent and Jonathan Worby, line up for 
a photo with flight mates John Hall and guest Kenny Koh.

Eventual runners-up Ashley Morris 
(flag) and Karl Muir (far right) pose 
with James da Cunha (left) and guest 
Rob Garrett.

off after a slight delay. In a format that 
encourages golfers to bring a guest, we 
were delighted to see 21 guest golfers 
joining 35 of our Club golfers. This has 
been the largest event we have staged 
as a Golf Section. The tournament was 
keenly contested with teams seeing their 
progress up and down the leaderboard 
through the ‘live scoring app’ we used for 
the first time. The game was concluded 
with lunch and a prize presentation at 
Sentosa with a few returning to Scores to 
participate in a lucky draw. Apparently, 
the winners were whisked off to a 
champagne reception. Champions, with 
their names to be inscribed on our new 
trophy, were British Club pair, Adrian 
Sargent & Jonathon Worby, with 44 
points. Runners-Up were Section Member, 
Ashley Morris, and his guest, Karl Muir, on 
43 points. Nearest the Pins went to Steve 
Buxton (Hole 2), Gary Cunning (Hole 8), 
Paul Griffiths (Hole 14), Adrian Sargent 
(Hole 17) and Longest Drive went to Andy 
Cox (Hole 12). Next year promises to be 
bigger and even better.

UPCOMING EVENTS;

Event: The Ryder Cup
Host Club: The American Club
Date: Friday, 9 September or Wednesday, 
14 September
(to be finalized)
Venue: To be confirmed by Host Club
Format: 4 Ball Better Ball Matchplay

Event: The British Club
Golf Championship
Date: Friday, 23 September
Venue: Sentosa Golf Club - Serapong 
Course
Format: Medal Play Gross (Men’s and 
Ladies’). Handicap Divisions A and B

Steve Hatton
(guest of Samuel Warren)
gets off to a great start with a par on the
10th hole, with Chris Lau signalling his approval.
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NOTE:
Members are advised to book one week in advance to secure a slot for each class. 
Fee is exclusive of 7% GST.
Charges will be imposed for no-show.

To register, scan the QR code or kindly visit
https://www.britishclub.org.sg/sports/fitness-classes/

For any enquiries, please call the Pro Shop at
6410 1173 or email sports@britishclub.org.sg

SPORTS CONVENORS

SPORTS CHAIRMAN

Paul Hackett

GOLF SECTION

Nic Merrow Smith
golf@britishclub.org.sg

SQUASH SECTION

Andrew Vine
squash@britishclub.org.sg

TENNIS SECTION

Kristy Carter
tennis@britishclub.org.sg

CRICKET SECTION

Rob Annan/Will Bain
cricket@britishclub.org.sg

SWIMMING SECTION

Rebecca Turley/David Boyland
swimming@britishclub.org.sg 

FOOTBALL SECTION 

Kenny Cowgill/Rich English/Jim Rowan
football@britishclub.org.sg

MARTIAL ARTS SECTION

Adam Slater
taekwondo@britishclub.org.sg

RUGBY SECTION

Nick O’Brien
rugby@britishclub.org.sg

LOOKING TO GET FIT?
Approach any of our friendly Personal Trainers
who will help you identify your goals and achieve them.

 1 session* • 5 sessions* • 10 sessions*
 $90+  $425+ $800+
Group Training $50+ per person*
(Minimum of 2 persons)

Junior Induction 5 sessions* for $400+
(Children aged 12 to 15 years old)

Kindly call 6410 1151/173 or email sports@britishclub.org.sg for more information.
* 1 hour per session

CLASSES
Aqua Aerobics
Wednesday & Friday, 10am to 11am
Per session: $22+ (Member) • $27+ (Guest)

Muay Thai Kickboxing
Wednesday, 7:30pm to 8:45pm
$50+ per session • $160+ per month

Yoga Stretch 
Monday & Wednesday, 10am to 11am
Vinyasa Yoga 
Monday & Wednesday, 11am to 12pm
Per session: $30+ (Member) • $35+ (Guest)

Karate 
Saturday
1st Class: 8:30am to 9:30am
2nd Class: 9:30am to 10:30am
Term Fees (3 Months): $300+

Taekwondo  
Saturday
1st Class: 1:30pm to 2:45pm
2nd Class: 2:45pm to 4:00pm 
3rd Class: 4:00pm to 5:15pm 
Term Fees (1 Month): Member $85+
  Inclusive of $15 Section Fees

  Non-Member $100+

https://www.britishclub.org.sg/sports/fitness-classes/
mailto:sports%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:golf%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:squash%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:tennis%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:cricket%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:swimming%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:football%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:taekwondo%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:rugby%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:sports%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=


JUL/AUG 2022 | 59

SPORTS & FITNESS

THINKING OF STARTING
A SPORTS SECTION?
Looking for a Sport section which is not currently available at the Club?
You may start one if you are able to meet the following requirements:

1. You need to have a Section Committee: This Committee must comprise a minimum of three people but may
 include up to six (6) people with the option to co-opt additional positions as deemed necessary by the Section 
	 Committee.	For	a	Section	to	be	recognised	by	the	Club	and	the	Main	Committee,	the	following	specific	positions	
 must always be occupied: Convenor, Treasurer and Secretary.

2. Membership Minimum: A Sports Section is required to have a minimum of ten paid up Members. 

3. Annual Budget: The Sports Section is required to submit an annual budget. All Section funds must be held on 
 account with the British Club and each Section will be given a Sports Section account number and monthly 
 statement.

4. Section Funding: Sections will receive a Club grant, will charge monthly Section subscriptions to its members,
 and will raise additional revenue from match fees and other individual Member charges as Section activities are 
 undertaken.

5. Sports Committee Representation: All Sports Sections have a place on the Sports Committee to report its 
 activities, contribute to discussion on enhancing the sporting community, raising issues, and providing feedback 
 to the Sports Committee and the Management.

6. Sports Section Report: This would include recent events, upcoming calendar, Section news, and issues to raise
 for discussion. This is designed to assist the Sports Manager and the Sports Committee Chairman plan and run
 the Sports Committee meeting and to ensure that important issues are raised and circulated.

7. New Section Formation: Submit a written application to the Sports Manager and the Sports Committee
 Chairman, outlining the rationale for the Sports Section, detailing planned activities, estimating the immediate
 number of Section Members and growth expectations. The Club will consider requests for assistance with
 start-up capital expenditure on a case-by-case basis.

For more detailed information, e-mail src@britishclub.org.sg.

mailto:src%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
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ADVERTISE WITH US 
Membership Base
43% British expatriates, 28% Singaporeans and 29% expatriates from a wide range of countries in Europe,
North America, Australasia and Asia Pacific with 50 nationalities.

Profile
Professionals, Senior Business Managers and Executives who hold senior key positions in the business community.

CIRCULATION  : 2,500 copies READERSHIP : 10,000

FREQUENCY  : Bi-monthly

Magazine Submission Deadlines
SEP/OCT 2022 – Advertisement Bookings :  18 July 2022 • Artwork Submission : 8 August 2022

MCI (P) 110/03/2022

Designed & Published by The British Club.

Printed by Naili Print Media Pte Ltd

All events, dates and times are correct at the time of print. We welcome articles, letters, comments or any other contribution from Members.

However, the Club reserves the right to edit all materials submitted. Opinions and views expressed by the contributors and writers need not necessarily
represent those of the Club.

The magazine accepts no responsibility for the quality of goods or services advertised.

For advertisement bookings and editorial enquiries/feedback, please contact Marketing

Tel: 6410 1100

Email: marketing@britishclub.org.sg

THE BRITISH CLUB 2022 SPONSORS & PARTNERS

If you would like to partner The British Club at our upcoming events,
please email Membership@britishclub.org.sg

Sponsors

Official Carrier

Club Partner

mailto:marketing%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=
mailto:Membership%40britishclub.org.sg?subject=


Insured by

Raffles Health Insurance Pte Ltd (“RHI”)(Company Registration Number: 200413569G) is 
the insurer and Bupa Global, the trading name of Bupa Insurance Services Limited, is the 
administrator of RHI international health insurance plans in Singapore.

This marketing material is for general information only and is neither a contract nor intended as an offer or recommendation with respect to the purchase  
or sale of the above products. Buying health insurance products that are not suitable for you may impact your ability to finance future healthcare needs. 
You should seek advice from a qualified adviser if in doubt. The information on this advert is correct as at April 2021.

SGP-GPMI-ADVT-EN-XXXX-2103-0028817

International health plans
Protecting you now and beyond

• Enjoy the reassurance of day-to-day protection  
and preventive healthcare

• Freedom to choose where you are treated globally 
with direct access to specialists

Call +65 6340 1669
rhi-bupa@raffleshealthinsurance.com
www.raffleshealthinsurance.com

Administered by



sport for all

If youʼre looking for a vibrant, nurturing youth sports 
club with pathways to excellence and a fantastic 

family-centric community feel, come give 
Centaurs a try!

HOLIDAY CAMPS & 
BIRTHDAY PARTIES

RUGBY, TOUCH & NETBALL CLUBS 

Celebrating our 20th anniversary in 2022

FRIENDSHIP  ・  FUN  ・  OUTDOORS  ・  TEAMWORK  ・  RESILIENCE  ・  THE PIT
Info, dates and sign up: centaurskids.com 

Trials are free, discover more:
centaursgroup.com  |  membership@centaursgroup.com 
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